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St. Joseph School District 
High School Concepts Feedback Summary 

October-November 2019 | Meeting and Online Feedback 
 
This document provides a comprehensive summary and raw data for feedback collected during 
community meetings during the last two weeks of October 2019 and an online survey and 
feedback portal that was live through the first weekend of November 2019. More than 250 
people attended community meetings to discuss proposed concepts for St. Joseph high schools, 
and more than 600 people provided their feedback via our online survey and/or feedback portal 
for the concepts. 
 
Ranking Analysis 
 
Respondents to the meeting exit survey and the online survey were asked to rank the concepts 
from one to five. Overall sentiments were highest for Concept B (Two New High Schools) and 
Concept D (Renovate Current High Schools). These two concepts garnered the most Rank 1 
selections on both the meeting exit survey and the online survey. Interestingly, Concept B 
garnered by far the most Rank 1 selections for the meeting exit survey (71/146) and Concept D 
received many more Rank 1 selections from the online survey (301/606 for Concept D versus 
170 for Concept B). Concept B received the second most Rank 2 selections on both surveys.  
 
The concept with the most division of opinion amongst respondents is Concept D. From the 
meeting survey, this concept received both the second most Rank 1 selections (39/146) and the 
second most Rank 5 selections (49/146). From the online survey, this concept received the most 
Rank 1 selections and the third most Rank 5 selections (121/606). More than 50% of online 
respondents who selected Concept D as their lowest or second lowest choice selected Concept B 
(Two New High Schools) as their top choice, and another 23% selected Concept A as their top 
choice. Amongst online respondents who selected Concept D as their top choice, 65% selected 
Concept A as their lowest rank, and nearly 80% selected Concept B (39%) or Concept C (37%) 
as their second rank choice. 
 
The concept with the least positive sentiment was Concept A (Single New High School). More 
than 50% of meeting survey respondents and 46% of online respondents selected this concept as 
their Rank 5 choice. Seventy percent of respondents who selected Concept A as their lowest 
ranked choice selected Concept D (Renovate Current) as their top ranked choice. Concept E 
(New 9th Grade Center and 10-12 High School) was the second lowest ranked concept.  
 
Concept C (Build New High School and Renovate Central) receive the most “mid-point” 
sentiment from both meeting and online respondents. This concept received the most Rank 2 and 
Rank 3 selections on both surveys. Online respondents who selected Concept B as their top 
choice were most likely to select Concept C as their second choice (43%).  
 
On the next page are summary charts of the findings from both the meeting exit survey and the 
online survey. Full results from both surveys are included in this report.  
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Meeting Exit Survey Rank Summary Chart 

Online Survey Rank Summary Chart 
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Factors for Decision-Making 
 
Respondents to both surveys were also asked to provide their top two factors that weighed in 
their consideration of how to rank the concepts.  
 
Below are the selections from the meeting exit survey: 
 

§ Opportunities for Student Academic Success: 98/146 (67.1%) 
§ Opportunities for Extracurriculars:   54/146 (37.0%) 
§ Financial Impact/Efficiency:    49/146 (33.6%) 
§ Impact on Community Narrative:   46/146 (31.5%) 
§ Quickly Addressing Current Issues:   20/146 (13.7%) 

 
Additionally, below is a summary chart for factors provided by online survey respondents: 
 

Online Survey Factors Summary Chart 
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Across both surveys, respondents selected Opportunities for Student Academic Success as a top 
factor in considering how to rank each concept. Opportunities for Extracurriculars also ranked 
highly on both surveys; however, it was a leading factor for meeting respondents more so than 
most online respondents. Impact on Community Narrative received the second-most selections 
by online respondents (43.6%).  
 
Quickly addressing current issues received the least selections as a top factor on both the online 
and the meeting survey. Respondents who selected “Other” as a top factor most frequently cited 
transportation concerns and class or school size as a top consideration for their ranked choices.  
 
Concept and Open-Ended Feedback Summary Analysis 
 
The school district collected 489 comments on the high school concepts during two community 
meetings and via an online portal during the last two weeks of October and the first week of 
November. Additionally, hundreds more comments were collected via the meeting exit survey 
and a concept ranking survey regarding additional topics for exploration that may have an impact 
on the planning process.  
 
The comments are nuanced, and commenters brought a diversity of perspectives to their analysis 
of each concept. No clear consensus emerges from reading through the comments; however, 
many comments offer insightful considerations for each concept and the planning process 
overall.  
 
A Note on Engaging Around New Possibilities. Many of the comments collected online and 
during the community meetings reflected clear up or down approval of each given concept. 
There weren’t many comments that reflected the “ambiguous middle” (i.e., “This concept could 
work if…”). While several concepts garnered more positive feedback than others, all received 
mixed reviews (for example, Concept D received the second most positive ranking and the 
second most negative ranking). Regardless of the concept that moves forward, there should be a 
concerted effort to facilitate dialogue around the elements that are “up for debate”—including 
the new possibilities that the concept provides and the design schemes that will benefit from 
extensive community input.  
 
Concept A Feedback Key Takeaways 
 

§ Big School. Nearly all critical comments toward this concept referenced size as a primary 
consideration. Several comments summarized this sentiment as “too big,” while others 
talked about specific drawbacks to the idea of a “mega” or “massive” school. Some 
commenters shared their own stories of attending or living in communities with larger 
schools. While most of these comments expressed concerns, at least one told a story 
about a positive high school experience.  

§ Participation in Sports and Extracurriculars. Many critical comments reference 
concern that opportunities for students to participate in competitive sports and other club 
and athletic activities would be limited in a single high school. 
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§ Unifying the Community. Several comments reference the positive impact of unifying 
St. Joseph in one high school.  

§ Significant Changes. Several commenters also referred positively to the impact of 
changes to the community and the school system as a result of bringing all students 
together at a new, state-of-the-art school.  

§ Research. Several commenters referenced research into the benefits or drawbacks of 
larger school environments. Others expressed concern that this idea may not be backed 
up by research or successful examples. For any concept that moves forward, sharing 
research and data on communities that have successfully made a similar change will be a 
significant component of community engagement as the concept is designed and 
implemented.  

 
Concept B Feedback Key Takeaways 
 

§ New Opportunities for All. Many of the commenters who expressed support for this 
concept like that all students in St. Joseph would benefit from new facilities. Several 
commenters called it a “fresh start.” 

§ Transportation and Opportunities. Several commenters also mentioned that two new 
schools may offer better transportation options, potentially smaller class sizes, and 
greater extracurricular opportunities than a single high school.  

§ Boundary Adjustments. Several commenters saw the redrawing of boundaries as a 
positive aspect of this plan that could bring the community together in a new way, while 
others referenced boundary adjustments as potentially divisive. Clearly any boundary 
discussion as a result of this process should be intentionally structured with significant 
opportunities for engagement.  

§ Expensive and Time-Consuming. Most critical comments referenced the high cost of 
this concept and concern that it would take too long to implement. Several commenters 
also flagged the challenge of capacity planning for declining enrollment with two new 
facilities.  

§ Potential Inequities. Several commenters flagged the potential for maintaining or 
exacerbating inequities between different “sides” of the city, which would be particularly 
dependent on the locations chosen for each of the new schools.  

 
Concept C Feedback Key Takeaways 
 

§ Potential Inequities. Multiple commenters flagged the potential for inequities between 
who is assigned to attend the new school versus who is assigned to attend the renovated 
school. Additionally, several comments mentioned the potential for this concept to 
exacerbate divisions between “haves” and “have nots” (the implication being that lower-
income families would attend the renovated school).  

§ Benton & Lafayette. A few comments raised the question of whether the communities 
that are served by Benton & Lafayette would support a scheme that keeps only Central 
online as a high school. These commenters also mentioned the possibility for this concept 
to exacerbate North/South divisions. One commenter mentioned that locating the new 
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school on the East Side of town may provide a reason for communities on the North and 
South sides to disapprove of the plan.  

§ Renovation Logistics. Several commenters asked about where Central students would 
attend school during renovation. 

§ Extracurricular Opportunities. Some commenters who approved of this concept 
mentioned that it would provide greater opportunities for extracurricular activities over 
the single high school concept.  

§ Alternative High School. Some commenters also mentioned the possibility of 
renovating Central into an “alternative” high school to serve students who participate in 
specialized programming and/or students who need a “different or smaller setting.” 

§ Starting with the Largest School. Several commenters mentioned that starting from the 
place of renovating the school with the largest student population (Central) provides an 
efficient platform making changes at the high school level.  

 
Concept D Feedback Key Takeaways 
 

§ Maintaining Existing Investments. Many of the comments in support of this concept 
referenced the level of investment that has been placed in existing schools and the 
positive aspects of leveraging existing community infrastructure and resources to make 
needed changes at the high school level. Several comments stated it would be a 
financially responsible approach.  

§ Not Enough Changes. Most of the critical comments toward this concept expressed 
belief that the changes needed at the high school level are too expansive to be met by 
renovating existing facilities alone.  

§ Marginal Improvements. Critical comments also included reference to the idea that 
renovating existing buildings offers only marginal improvements over the current 
situation. Several commenters also asked whether one school would need to close 
eventually given declining enrollments.  

§ Smaller Schools. Some of the commenters who support this concept mentioned that they 
prefer smaller school environments over one or two larger schools. 

§ Community Pride. Pride and tradition in St. Joseph are significant considerations for 
any concept that moves forward. Many of the commenters in support of this concept 
mentioned a desire to maintain the positive school-based pride as part of the ethos of the 
city.  

§ Community Support. Many comments expressed that this would be the most likely 
concept to be backed by the community. This sentiment should be weighed against the 
significant number of commenters who stated that there is not enough change included 
with this concept.  

 
Concept E Feedback Key Takeaways 
 

§ Relationships and Transitions. Many commenters mentioned the additional transition 
for students as a potential challenge point for this concept, and several more stated that 
student/teacher relationships would suffer because students would attend the 9th grade 
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center for only one year. Several commenters flagged the “disconnect” that 9th grade 
students may feel in a separate facility.  

§ More Information Needed. Several commenters did not understand why a separate 9th 
grade center may be beneficial. If this concept is explored further, additional education 
and/or engagement around how a 9th grade center would look in practice may be 
beneficial.  

§ Hillyard Expansion. Several commenters who approved of this concept mentioned that 
they like the idea of expanding Hillyard and explicitly building it into a concept.  

 
Items for Further Exploration 
 
Respondents to both the online survey and the meeting exit survey were asked for one item they 
would like to further explore or learn about as part of the planning process. Responses varied and 
a few key themes emerged. These themes include: 
 

§ Cost/Finances. Comments referenced a desire to know more about what factors into the 
costs of different concepts, as well as learn more about what the district can afford, 
how/if taxes would need to be raised, and how the concepts would impact district 
operational expenses. 

§ Other Levels. Several commenters on the concepts and on this section of both surveys 
asked about the rationale between the 6/7/8 model under consideration by the district. 
Several others asked why the process is currently considering the high school level and 
not the elementary and middle school levels.  

§ Timing/Logistics. Many comments referenced questions about the timeline for 
implementation of any concept, including a start date for construction and a potential 
completion date. Some comments implied concern that the wait would be considerable 
for any major changes to take place.  

§ Location. Many respondents wanted to know more about where new buildings would be 
located and what the site planning process would look like.  

§ Design Details. Many questions were raised about what renovations would look like and 
how new buildings would be designed.  

§ Boundary Adjustments. Commenters wanted to learn more about the timing for any 
needed boundary adjustments and the process that would go into determining and 
implementing any adjustments.  

§ Transportation. Many respondents were concerned about the impact of most of the 
concepts on transportation. They want to learn more about how transportation and busing 
would be handled under the different concepts. 

§ Safety. Several commenters mentioned concern for safety (e.g., active shooter situation, 
bullying, illicit activities) in large and/or new school environments.  

§ Staff Impacts. Some respondents raised questions about how the various concepts would 
impact current school staff and whether staff changes would be needed. 

§ Class/School Size. Some comments asked questions of the impact of different school 
environments on class sizes and the ability for kids to navigate and thrive in schools with 
higher enrollment. 
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§ Extracurricular Activities. Several commenters asked about the impact of different 
concepts on sports, fine and performing arts, clubs, and other extracurricular activities.  
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St. Joseph School District 
High School Concepts Community Meeting Feedback 

October 23-24, 2019 
 
This document includes summary and raw feedback from the exit survey provided to meeting 
attendees who reviewed proposed high school concepts for St. Joseph School District.  
 
Ranking of the Concepts 

 
Summary Analysis: Concept B (Two High Schools) was a clear favorite among respondents, 
receiving the most Rank 1 selections (71/146) and the second most Rank 2 selections (39/146). 
Concept A (One New High School) received the most Rank 5 selections (58/146). Concept D 
(Renovate all schools appears to garner the most divided opinions, receiving both the second 
most Rank 1 selections (39/146) and the second most Rank 5 selections (49/146). 
 
Factors for Decision-Making 
 
We asked for the top 1-2 factors that weighed into each respondent’s decision-making around 
how to rank the concepts. Below are the selections: 
 

§ Opportunities for Student Academic Success: 98/146 (67.1%) 
§ Opportunities for Extra-Curriculars:   54/146 (37.0%) 
§ Financial Impact/Efficiency:    49/146 (33.6%) 
§ Impact on Community Narrative:   46/146 (31.5%) 
§ Quickly Addressing Current Issues:   20/146 (13.7%) 

 
Summary Analysis: Generating opportunities for student academic success is clearly the most 
important factor meeting attendees considered when reviewing the five proposed concepts. Other 
factors received mixed, yet significant emphasis, including extra-curricular opportunities, 
financial impact and the impact on community narrative. 



 

 
High School Concept Meeting Exit Survey  October 2019 | 2 

Satisfaction with the Meeting 
 
Overall respondents indicated satisfaction with how information was presented and the 
opportunities to provide feedback. There is also clear understanding for why the district is 
undertaking the MFP process and how it relates to the future.  
 
Below are several charts that summarize this feedback: 
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Satisfaction with the Meeting (continued) 
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Survey Respondents 
 
Below are two charts with information about the schools that respondents affiliate with and the 
relationships they have with SJSD and the community. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
High School Concept Meeting Exit Survey  October 2019 | 5 

Open-Ended Responses 
 
We also asked meeting attendees about questions or topics they want to explore further and ways 
we can improve for future meetings. Below is a high-level summary and the raw comments from 
those responses. (Note: Raw comments have not been scrubbed for spelling, grammar, or 
appropriateness.) 
 
One Topic or Question to Explore Further 
 
Summary: Key topics included learning more about district finances and the financial impacts 
of each concept, the supports and research to support the potential success of a single high school 
model, and getting more specific (including the potential need for more engagement) around the 
design and programming for schools within each concept (or a subset of highly rated concepts).  
 

§ Why don't these children get the education the need? 
§ Why are we throwing away money to renovate schools and then shutting them down? 
§ How student will interpreted into these new schools. 
§ One topic would be the financial aspect. 
§ Possible timelines 
§ I want to know that my child will be safe and have a great learning and high school 

experience if having to transition into a large school. I don't want my child to be left 
behind because they don't make themselves stand out. I feel like a larger school system 
will leave the kids behind and not get the education that they desire.  

§ What is the scenario that best meets the needs of our students going forward? 
§ cost per student for each plan 
§ will academic scores improve with facilities 
§ none at this time 
§ How does it make sense not to go with the option that will cost the least amount of 

money and still improve the facilities and opportunities for our kids? 
§ More details on the concepts 
§ How will administration be reduced with the reduced number of facilities? 
§ Why aren't all 3 schools offered the same classes and oppurtunities? 
§ How can we provide enough opportunities for all students?  Middle school programs 

must be supported as well. 
§ n/a 
§ how you can teach that many kids by combining high schools- if kids are not in the top of 

their class -they will just get lost as a number 
§ the impact on students learning 
§ I want to know if anyone has any data that supports that a 3000 student school will 

positively impact performance or graduation rates.   
§ What are the next steps? Are we going to start just eliminating options based on what?  
§ how many students will be in each class if we consolidate  
§ Pros and cons noted on display boards were based on finances. Student impact should be 

noted as students should be our top priority 
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§ If there are no 1 high school models in the state to use as an example, then what research 
was employed when choosing to have this potential plan? 

§ Why are we starting at the high schools?   
§ What would the true cost difference between the staffing needed for a 3000 student 

population versus "duplication of services" at two brand new high schools? 
§ Student Impact 
§ If we do 2 new high schools, are the boundaries then going to be closed? 
§ Where would the new building/buildings be located? If we go with a two school model is 

one athletic facility an option to save money? Is there a plan to close boundaries with the 
new school plans? Sorry, couldn't narrow it down to one.  

§ I want to know what the problems and how it will impact our community. 
§ Impact on student opportunities with each option 
§ Location  
§ How does this all work out with redistricting, will kids have the same opportunities, and 

what will it look like?  
§ where would behavior challenged kids go?  Where would the kinds behind on credits go? 
§ Where would these high schools be located? 
§ If concept A is chosen where do they plan to put said new school. 
§ Plans for elementary and middle schools.  
§ What the division lines would look like if the district is separated into two high schools. 
§ Two of the plans did not have the bonding available, how will the be paid? 
§ How can we best move forward with moving to two high schools and have an equally 

diverse community of students at each school.  
§ Where would the new schools be built?  
§ How can we best move forward with moving to two high schools and have an equally 

diverse community of students at each school.  
§ SJSD need updated high schools; but it must be fair to all the geographical locations for 

academic advantages and the daily commuting distances for all of our students.  Of 
course as a parent/homeowner I do want to know how this will affect my future city 
taxes. 

§ Amenities included in the new construction of two high schools.   
§ where would the new high schools be located? 
§ Why you feel this change must happen 
§ Outside revenue sources from corporate entities 
§ hows it going to be paid for without raising taxes.  our students are quality individuals 
§ I would like to know if they have considered grade level buildings like Platte City? 

Kindergarten buildings, 1st 2nd grade buildings, 3rd-4th grade buildings etc. I am not 
sure which grades would need to be together, but I think to help de-segregate out city we 
should start in Kindergarten.  

§ What will the boundaries be?  
§ if two new high schools were to be built  has there been any thought of building the 

schools to be different sizes 
§ With one high school option, what supports will be in place to help those average 

performing students NOT fall through the cracks? 
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§ How will middle school renovations be made in the future?,  Is there a way to have new 
HS target interests: marketing, health field, social justice fields, etc? 

§ Depending on the concept, the next question what will be the criteria for finding a site 
§ Social Emotional Care for all  
§ Performing arts was only offered at the new facilities and not at the renovated facilities 
§ If the concept is beyond the bonding capacity, how do we pay for it? 
§ How will boundaries be drawn if we go to a 2-school city?  
§ what is the realistic timeline for these projects? 
§ How soon would these new schools be completed, where would they be located and what 

would the new boundaries be? 
§ Time frame for completion 
§ I would like to see a side by side economic analysis projection of each plan and its cost 

increase/savings year to year extrapolated over 20-30 years 
§ Parental reaction to the proposals. 
§ Concerned for those students that have opportunities now t 3 high schools, compared to 

having only 1 or 2 high schools.  Extra curricular activities would be limited for some. 
§ If only one school- how will we address needs of students who may need a change or 

different setting due to learning styles, bullying issues, size of setting, etc? 
§ what is the next step in this process? What is the timeline?  What would gifted, special 

education, college and career opportunities look like for each option? 
§ What will happen to the existing HS's 
§ What would the boundaries look like in each scenario? 
§ Cost per family over the next 10 - 20 years. 
§ The 9th and 10-12 plan (E) is interesting, but I haven't heard much about it. 
§ what are the land location options 
§ Transportation 
§ how this going to get paid for? 
§ How will we continue to serve both academic extra-curricular needs in a way that will 

allow for an equivalent number of students to excel and shine as currently do- especially 
in performing arts where reduction to a single program will reduce the number of 
students who are able to participate? 

§ Alternative High School - Enlargement for future increased student population 
§ We need to take into HARD consideration how this is going to effect students. I know 

money is king, but put money aside and think of academic, social, and extra curricular 
opportunities for the students.  

§ The freshman center  
§ I'd like more details on how the freshman center option would work? 
§ What will the middle school model look like?  
§ What is the best option to provide the most opportunities for our kids? 
§ What will happen to the existing HS's 
§ concept for middle schools 
§ How does the Imagine St Joseph 2040 fit into each of the 5 scenarios 
§ My question would be to evaluate what is the motivating factor behind these current 

proposals? How do we achieve what we desire to see as as whole community as we move 
forward.  
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§ Location of new schools 
§ where is this money going to come from to do any of these options? 
§ When combining this many kids, how will we manage the disrupters all in one space 
§ The pros and cons of having one "large" high school! 
§ Will one high school be to large? 
§ What are the economic impact on areas where finances are not strong 
§ If there isn't another 3,000 student school in MO, who do we compete against in 

activities? 
§ locations of possible building sites 
§ After a decision when would the remodel or building process start? 
§ timeline for completing project 
§ what is the plan to reuse existing buildings ? 
§ How will these facilitates serve the educational strategic plan? 
§ More technical opportunities/skills route vs. high school. 
§ In regards to Plan E, I would like to know instead of building a 10-12 grade, could we put 

those students at Central? Central is at the heart of our community. Expanding Hillyard is 
brilliant based on our location and industries that surround us. I also believe it would help 
the students that maybe have trouble in a classroom, or maybe economics are a factor and 
they believe college isn't an option it will  provide an opportunity to acquire a trade skill.  
I hate the idea of one high school. The opportunity for extracurricular activities which 
often times keeps kids in school, off drugs, a feeling of inclusion and being part of a team 
will be lost. I also am not in St. Joseph to send my kid to a school that looks like Liberty 
North or Staley. I am in a smaller town for a reason.  I think many kids will get lost and 
be just a number.    

§ As you gather results from this forum and the board makes a proposal, will that proposal 
contain a plan for future building use and renovation time tables? 

§ Programming 
§ Finance plan 
§ I wondered if any thought has been given to a 4 day school week? I also wondered what 

the potential impact could be on Webster Learning Center and the various programs 
housed there. 

§ Looking at all requiring either building and renovation, if school is open during 
construction/renovation, how will the students be impacted? (Extra after school activities 
provided by sjsd, mwsu, and different classes as well) 

§ why start with high schools versus grade schools? 
§ where the 2 new schools would be built & how the boundery lines for the district would 

be drawn up 
§ the district boundaries if 2 new schools 
§ What will be the details? 
§ details 
§ I believe that if Central is renovated that it would need to made safer. 
§ I am interested in what would happen to Hillyard. I am also concerned about how the city 

would be redistricted so that there wouldn't be a have and have-not division. 
§ The safety and education  
§ How academic performance relates to new buildings 
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§ Availability of land to place a facility that size with the transportation it would need. 
§ Increasing teacher pay 

 
 
 
One Improvement for the Next Time We Bring People Together 
 
Summary: Many respondents enjoyed the format of the meeting, including the information 
shared and the opportunities to provide feedback. Some respondents mentioned that a short 
presentation or some type of deeper explainer may have aided their review of the concepts. A 
few respondents suggested hosting an open forum or traditional town hall gathering, or otherwise 
providing a bit more opportunity for discussion.  
 

§ announce earlier than 24 hours 
§ Consider everyone's opinions that are actually in the community instead of looking at 

papers. 
§ Meetings at each high school  
§ This was a good way to bring people together. 
§ More of a sit and get format for the information 
§ I thought it was nice to be able to mingle around and talk with various officials. It would 

have been good to have a area where a brief explanation before going to look at all the 
concepts. I was not totally aware there were five options so was a little less informed than 
I originally thought. Overall, I am looking to forward to see what info comes out and 
hope that we all can agree on something to improve our current school system.  

§ Put out information before hand.  There are many folks that have financial questions. 
§ This was handled well. 
§ Move location to more central location and take the information to each elementary 

school. They are the most involved parents. 
§ Show income levels in cities you are showing in comparisons 
§ Have a forum and let people speak. Some may have thoughts and ideas that others have 

not thought of. 
§ Have mice on computers for surveys. 
§ I liked the open format and conversations.  It provided ample time for feedback and 

comments.  Thank you! 
§ This was a great opportunity for people to review information and ask questions as 

needed.   
§ better thoughts to class sizes & how many teachers you will have  
§ Would like to see small focus groups.  If you didn't reach out and engage, there would 

have been little exchange.  Some people are naturals at this but many are not. 
§ live discussion so questions can be answered 
§ Have a frequently asked question section about certain issues that you know the public 

will have questions about. Example for each of the proposed plans, why can't we have the 
bond issues explained and how this will affect the population in general. Why can't we 
just have a section that explains how a bond that can't support some of the ideas can be 
financed. I think the "How is this going to be payed for" is a big question for most people 
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once we get away from the school pride and I feel like general information could have 
been addressed on an individual plan basis.  

§ I would like to see an actual discussion similar to a town hall. 
§ include student impact  
§ A little earlier notice would have been great. 
§ I would like to have someone present the different concepts. Not sure it was easy to 

understand all of the pros and cons just reading the posters. A group presentation would 
make it easier for all questions to get answered. 

§ "I think this is a great way to show community, not sure if you are also offering this 
during the day for people that work in the evenings" 

§ I would like to see someone presenting info to the group and not the visitors seeking out 
someone to answer their questions. Based on the event on Facebook I thought that was 
happening tonight.  

§ We rely on the teachers to teach and watch over our children.  Improve benefits. 
§ You could have one person at each station to talk about the information. 
§ Answers to impact on academic, athletic, and extracurricular opportunities for students 
§ Have more people for the community to talk to.  
§ PLANING!  
§ planning of events 
§ idk 
§ Narrow it down to 3 plans. It will be tough but the public needs steered in the right 

direction. Have a plan to combat the naysayers and the negativity they will bring.  
§ More people to answer questions. I got a lot of I don't knows. 
§ I believe the Master Plan should have discussions at each high school in town.  
§ Provide details within each concept  
§ more options for your very vague multiple choice questions or real people having 

conversations 
§ need somebody to explain why this is necessary 
§ I feel this was a very good way to bring people together, to share information, and to 

provide opportunities to have questions answered.  
§ This was a great venue to offer support, suggestions and questions that folks in our 

community have. 
§ It might be nice to HEAR ideas behind the concepts.  I do like the walk around aspect.  I 

would like to have heard about the concepts and the pros and cons and the behind the 
scenes whys behind the concepts.  Then walk around and be able to ask further questions 
and converse with people like we did today.   

§ This is a good concept. I might be helpful to have a 5 to 10 minute formal presentation to 
give some information as to how these concepts were arrived at. 

§ Share details to explain the academic and support benefits each scenario will bring to our 
students. 

§ I love how this was put together 
§ In Concept E, I think a better explanation of what investing in Hillyard Tech looks like? 

Many people were wondering how you just put 600 kids into this school and weren't 
understanding the concept how that facility will be used in comparison to the main high 
school.  
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§ Different times available to attend  
§ Provide estimated figures from similar school systems and community size 
§ Tell the public where the schools would be built, what the boundaries would be and what 

school year the new or renovated facilities would open. 
§ Time frames of implementation of each concept and how to get to the options 
§ I feel there has been thought put in the proposals and I do appreciate that. 
§ While the financial considerations are important, the social, athletic, and relational factors 

are paramount.  The most important thing for a high school student to acquire is how to 
get along with others, development of self confidence, and personal competence.  I 
believe there is a correlation between the size of the school and a student either learning 
the skills of social inclusion, or getting lost in a crowd of anonymous faces, being taught 
by teachers who don't know you. 

§ keep open and honest discussion going 
§ Great setting, set up, interface with board members and administration.  Nice bribery 

cookies to fill out the survey.  Great opportunity to visit with neighbors about an 
important topic.  Thanks. 

§ Was very pleased with this presentation, we could walk it at our own pace, interact with 
other members of the community, people available to answer our questions. 

§ Results of this survey.  Continue the open forum concept.  Provide online resources.   
§ I thought everything was great and insightful. 
§ thank you for giving the opportunity for input. 
§ I liked the format. I was satisfied with the presentation and the local. 
§ this was fine 
§ I can't think of anything at this time.  
§ where the funding going to come from 
§ Some slightly more structured opportunity for conversation. It was helpful having people 

roaming through the concepts, but it didn't feel as though there were as many district 
employees available who could address the actual impact for students instead of just cost- 
it felt more money based than student outcome based.  

§ Enjoyed the series of options with examples, costs, pros and cons. and that there were 
"experts" available for questions/explanations.  Similar formats as we continue to move 
forward. 

§ More ideas for the future of Alternative High School here in St. Joseph. 
§ Nothing 
§ I think this was great 
§ I feel though that the community is being given a wonderful opportunity to voice 

concerns, etc.  Thank you. 
§ have more information about the programs we can offer with each proposal 
§ I thought everything was great and insightful. 
§ Take your decisions slowly and talk talk talk 
§ Todays time was great. I work late so being able to come and get the information I need 

to make the best decision. Keep having the later meetings so working parents are able to 
make the best judgment. 

§ It would have been helpful for me to have had a presentation to explain the proposed 
plans. I was thankful for people being available to answer questions, but being new to St. 
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Joseph, it would have been beneficial to have someone formally walk through each 
option.  

§ check for education level of people in attendance. 
§ Provide an oral presentation with note pads for written comments, and time for oral 

questions. An organized question and answer session where the audience writes the 
questions and they are answered by the panel to the audience. Conversation. 

§ "I actually want to discuss a concern.  We moved to Missouri 25 years ago from Gilbert, 
Az.  Our city at that time faced a very similar situation regarding to build or not to build 
and consolidate the high school situation.  New plans were presented; we were told that 
by consolidating we would have all the latest  technology and bells and whistles. Our 
community voted to build one new, state of the art large high school.  It was truly awe 
inspiring when built but it was a decision we later regretted. Our oldest son attended there 
and according to my sister who still lives there, they now know better.  The one high 
school which at the time housed 5,000 students, became difficult to monitor;  drugs 
increased, gangs increased, less students were able to participate in sports and other 
activities...it did not create more opportunity as we had supposed.  More clicks and 
shunning of others who were different increased.  The loners became more lonely.  There 
were not enough teachers and classes were as large as 65.  My son who attended there 
said there was more visible immoral behavior going on in unmonitored hallways as well. 
The community as a whole became unhappy due to the problems and soon charter 
schools began popping up.  We had moved by then, but even my sister pulled her 
children out of the high school and put them in a charter school which they loved due to 
more opportunities to be involved in activities. The smaller schools actually create more 
harmony and sense of well being. 

§ I encourage the board to consider 2 high schools.  I believe it will be a better fit for our 
community and students.  And a bit of rivalry between the 2 schools can create a healthy 
bit of competition." 

§ I was very pleased with how this was set up and presented...no recommendations for 
change. 

§ no reply at this time 
§ have a short formal presentation before we walk around and look at the concepts 
§ Time frame 
§ presentation of information, video ant/or pictures of current SJSD facilities v schools in 

North KC and around the country 
§ do not move to fast to select the one solution...maybe select the top two and work to 

improve them....then provide the details that the public would like know about 
§ Offer more clear opportunities for people to express their values and ideas related to 

future planning.  
§ more information related to numbers.  ex: what would be the cost/student after 

renovations or new constructions.    ex: how many years we have, after renovations, when 
we need to talk again about new construction.  

§ more concrete numbers. 
§ Have financial material hand outs, have three courses of action for each option presented 
§ I felt it was a constructive learning experience. 
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§ Have all visitors sit down, give them all paper, have the board member describe the plan
in money and what types of renovation they mean. Let us all ask questions at the end and
receive answers without any refusal.

§ work on comparison figures for cost on each of the projected options per student like
those presented on the current costs/student by school.

§ have a idea of locations for the new schools & the boundary rough outline
§ give us more facts, district lines, student/teacher ratio, if renovating which areas
§ Make sure you have more details about the plans
§ Have this display at the east hills mall
§ I thought this was a big improvement over past community involvement opportunities,

and it had relevant choices with meaningful differences.
§ Focus on how new schools will improve academic performance and why spending $200

million on 3000 students is a good investment in their academic success
§ Appreciated the format. Getting bonding passed is a major hurdle. Changing the

mentality of the city and uniting everyone under one banner will be difficult but
necessary for the city to expand and retain talented citizens and instructors.

§ Concrete costs and numbers

Additional Comments 

Additional comments were collected via paper exit surveys. These comments are cataloged 
below: 

§ It would be nice to know where the buildings would be built and what will be done with the old 
schools

§ Two new schools--build one athletic site. How much savings?
§ No one approached me or at boards. [Two improvements]: talk to people, have Q&A in

15-minute sessions
§ Close the middle schools and shift to K-8 and 9-12. Expand existing schools to accommodate. 

Four less buildings to maintain. Less emotional attachment to middle schools compared to 
existing high schools.

§ Yes, [I am satisfied with the information presented at this meeting], but will community opinions 
be heard?

§ Old buildings abandoned must stop. Oxford and Harvard have old buildings still in use.
§ With a two high school model, it would be nice to consider the ability to attend classes at the 

other school via a streaming option if a class was not offered at one.
§ Where would troubled kids go?
§ If two new schools built will there be "open" enrollment between them? Where will they be 

located?
§ Narrow the options (top 2) and more discussion on pros/cons, efficiency and time table.
§ Location of two new schools and how do you solve transportation to/from
§ Proper info [should be provided] - meeting place, day, time, (no errors, please)
§ Where is land?
§ [Provide] more info.
§ How facilities will impact improving student performance.
§ What would be the impact on neighborhoods and their schools?!
§ I am satisfied [...] staff have provided excellent visual aids and explanation.
§ Condensing facilities. 
§ [Use] video/YouTube [for future engagement]
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43.47% 316

24.62% 179

13.48% 98

12.93% 94

5.09% 37

27.51% 200

41.27% 300

15.82% 115

Q1 Which of the following describes your relationship with St. Joseph
School District and the St. Joseph community? (Check all that apply)

Answered: 727 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 727  

Parent of a
current student

Parent of a
former student

Parent of a
future student

Grandparent of
a student

Student

Staff/teacher

Alumni

Community
Member/Taxpa...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Parent of a current student

Parent of a former student

Parent of a future student

Grandparent of a student

Student

Staff/teacher

Alumni

Community Member/Taxpayer (non-parent only)
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46.08% 335

48.14% 350

25.31% 184

10.59% 77

6.33% 46

Q2 Which high schools do you affiliate with (e.g., as a parent of a current
or former student, a student, an alum, a staff member or teacher, a

resident in the attendance area, etc.)? (Check all that apply).
Answered: 727 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 727  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 none 11/4/2019 12:45 PM

2 None 11/4/2019 10:17 AM

3 Webster learning center 11/3/2019 11:47 AM

4 Leblond 11/2/2019 11:03 PM

5 Bishop LeBlond 11/2/2019 10:20 PM

6 none 11/2/2019 8:28 PM

7 grandchild not in high school yet 11/2/2019 9:50 AM

8 Alumni of Central, taught at Lafayette 11/1/2019 8:13 PM

9 Bishop LeBlond High School 11/1/2019 7:44 PM

10 None 11/1/2019 4:48 PM

11 Savannah 11/1/2019 4:31 PM

Benton HS

Central HS

Lafayette HS

Hillyard Tech

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Benton HS

Central HS

Lafayette HS

Hillyard Tech

Other (please specify)
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12 Webster 11/1/2019 3:30 PM

13 Leblond 11/1/2019 2:34 PM

14 Savannah high school 11/1/2019 2:31 PM

15 District Office 11/1/2019 2:19 PM

16 LeBlond 11/1/2019 12:17 PM

17 All 10/31/2019 2:05 PM

18 Spring Garden 10/31/2019 8:44 AM

19 LeBlond 10/31/2019 7:43 AM

20 My child is in middle school at this time. 10/31/2019 7:00 AM

21 Have family at ALL 3 High Schools 10/31/2019 6:07 AM

22 None. 10/30/2019 8:40 PM

23 LeBlond 10/30/2019 8:34 PM

24 LeBlond High School 10/30/2019 4:23 PM

25 East Buchanan 10/30/2019 3:37 PM

26 NONE JUST A CONCERNED CITIZEN 10/30/2019 3:22 PM

27 Leblond 10/30/2019 3:04 PM

28 LeBlond 10/30/2019 12:29 PM

29 Family pride in graduations from all three schools 10/30/2019 8:01 AM

30 None 10/30/2019 7:55 AM

31 none 10/29/2019 12:26 PM

32 Our Girl Scouts were split between Benton & Central 10/29/2019 10:16 AM

33 None 10/29/2019 4:05 AM

34 I have no affiliation. I CARE. 10/28/2019 3:36 PM

35 Elementary 10/28/2019 2:14 PM

36 no affilation 10/28/2019 1:42 PM

37 St. Joseph Christian 10/27/2019 7:57 AM

38 BY 10/26/2019 9:00 PM

39 Webster 10/26/2019 9:54 AM

40 LeBlond 10/26/2019 9:43 AM

41 Benton, LeBlond, Lafayette 10/26/2019 7:15 AM

42 I'm not sure. I don't love what we have so I was planning on moving our family before the exit of
elementary.

10/25/2019 11:38 PM

43 N/A 10/25/2019 6:05 PM

44 Not from here... not loyal to any. Just want what is best for my kids 10/25/2019 5:22 PM

45 Bishop LeBlond High School 10/25/2019 4:30 PM

46 District 10/25/2019 3:04 PM
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100.00% 718

Q3 Please verify by checking the box below that you have read the above
statement before proceeding to the next page.

Answered: 718 Skipped: 9

Total Respondents: 718  

Yes, I have
read the abo...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes, I have read the above statement
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100.00% 672

Q4 On the next page of this survey you will be asked a few questions
about the concepts on this page. Please verify by checking the box below

that you have reviewed all high school concepts in-depth before
proceeding to the next page.

Answered: 672 Skipped: 55

Total Respondents: 672  

Yes, I have
reviewed all...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes, I have reviewed all five High School Concepts
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Q5 Imagine you are charged with making the best decision for St.
Joseph’s students and our city’s future. Please rank in order of

preference which route you would choose. (1=top choice, 5=bottom
choice.)

Answered: 606 Skipped: 121

8.91%
54

10.40%
63

12.21%
74

22.28%
135

46.20%
280

 
606

 
2.14

28.05%
170

31.68%
192

23.10%
140

14.52%
88

2.64%
16

 
606

 
3.68

8.75%
53

32.18%
195

31.85%
193

20.96%
127

6.27%
38

 
606

 
3.16

49.67%
301

9.90%
60

10.56%
64

9.90%
60

19.97%
121

 
606

 
3.59

4.62%
28

15.84%
96

22.28%
135

32.34%
196

24.92%
151

 
606

 
2.43

High School
Concept A: N...

High School
Concept B: T...

High School
Concept C:...

High School
Concept D:...

High School
Concept E: N...

0 1 2 3 4 5

 1 2 3 4 5 TOTAL SCORE

High School Concept A: New Single High School

High School Concept B: Two New High Schools

High School Concept C: Build New High School & Renovate
Central

High School Concept D: Renovate Current High Schools

High School Concept E: New 9th Grade Center & 10-12 High
School
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28.05% 170

43.56% 264

58.42% 354

33.66% 204

15.68% 95

8.75% 53

Q6 What were the top 1-2 factors in your decision-making? (Check up to
two)

Answered: 606 Skipped: 121

Total Respondents: 606  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 convenience of travel to and from (busing...) 11/4/2019 10:05 AM

2 Lots of money spent on upgrades already. 11/3/2019 4:46 PM

3 single high school as last resort - it is simply too big! concerned as a parent and community
member

11/3/2019 3:56 PM

4 Impact on student/staff relationships 11/3/2019 11:50 AM

5 The old buildings are too old. If you split the high schoolers you will get rivals 11/3/2019 11:49 AM

6 Lower income students do better in smaller high schools and smaller classes Benton is a family
which some people need central is a business which works for some kids but certainly not all

11/3/2019 11:10 AM

Financial
Impact/Effic...

Impact on
Community...

Opportunities
for Student...

Opportunities
for...

Quickly
Addressing...

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Financial Impact/Efficiency

Impact on Community Narrative (Who We Are as a Community)

Opportunities for Student Academic Success

Opportunities for Extra-Curriculars (e.g., athletics, clubs)

Quickly Addressing Issues at Existing Schools

Other (please specify)
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7 We should be more concerned with educating future generations than a wild spending spree to
build new or schools. I feel this is diving into old ways of thinking to spend, spend, spend after
you've been trusted once again with our money!!!! I feel if you only have one or two schools there
will be less opportunity for students involved in any of the extra-curricular activities. Why do we
want to be like smaller communities who do only have one high school that encompasses their
entire student body of the town? Again, renovate the ones we have, it's not a matter of we're stuck
on the school in our part of town. It's actually a sound way of thinking. Just because 10 things in
your home need to be fixed and you can't afford to replace all at once. You wait and do a little at a
time. I mean, we're still waiting on SJSD to finish installing air conditioners in schools and some of
the ones that received them were then closed!! I will only ever be on board with keeping the
current schools we have and renovating them. Seperating the students into several smaller
"podlike" centers is silly.

11/3/2019 9:38 AM

8 Safety/ behaviors 11/3/2019 8:19 AM

9 Building new buildings unifies everyone ... No Red, Green, Blue ... just St. Joe. It allows the old
buildings to consolidate the Middle Schools. This would allow the elementary schools to
consolidate. All leading to financial stability by reducing faculty, staff and administration costs.

11/3/2019 6:43 AM

10 The amount of kids in one school 11/3/2019 1:58 AM

11 Students with issues such as Autism or ADD like my son couldn’t function in a large school. 11/2/2019 9:16 PM

12 Smaller classes and school for those kids who learn better in that type of environment. 11/2/2019 7:15 PM

13 St Joe is economically stressed . Could not survive school tax increase . People would have get
out of St Joseph or live in substandard conditions.

11/2/2019 7:09 PM

14 Why are we looking at high schools when we need to look at elementary schools and making them
safe

11/2/2019 4:02 PM

15 Making Improvements While Not Removing Lafayette HS 11/2/2019 8:31 AM

16 The test scores and the fighting between students 11/2/2019 6:08 AM

17 Transportation 11/1/2019 9:57 PM

18 Transportation and class size. 11/1/2019 5:55 PM

19 Special Needs, high risk kids getting lost in the shuffle. I am a social worker (not with the district)
and I can tell you the smaller high schools staff are more familiar and readily available. I have had
families at Centeral and staff barely acknowledge you. Smaller is better. One gigantic high school
will create huge safety issues for staff and students.

11/1/2019 5:41 PM

20 Smaller Class sizes/less bullying 11/1/2019 3:51 PM

21 Transportation 11/1/2019 3:24 PM

22 If you make just 1 high school kids will not want to go.. to many people.. bulling. 11/1/2019 3:11 PM

23 equality - no one school is better 11/1/2019 2:52 PM

24 Preservation vs. abandoning existing buildings and financial and time efficiency 11/1/2019 2:37 PM

25 Kids need smaller class rooms along with more opportunities for extra activities put kids all in one
school the chances of kids running the streets will increase. I don’t believe everyone should
always play but it does help keep away from drugs that our community is coming accustomed too

11/1/2019 2:28 PM

26 2 new facilities would break "all" traditional ties and unify the city into moving forward with modern
facilities and technology to attract more families to our area.

11/1/2019 2:17 PM

27 Student Safety 11/1/2019 2:17 PM

28 Easiest for students to adjust 11/1/2019 2:02 PM

29 I don’t want a band aid. I love our community and want people to desire to live here. We have an
opportunity to be progressive and we have to for our future and students.

11/1/2019 1:47 PM
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30 You will not be able to build as beautiful high schools as we currently have. They are fundamental
to the neighborhoods and to the community, as well as the the students being able to go to
schools in their own neighborhoods. I oppose St. Joseph trying to become nothing but an
interchangeable suburb with an interchangeable, soulless school district hastening the process
along. There is absolutely no good reason to build any new facilities. They do not even need much
renovation. This is chasing Kansas City at its worst. The students in St. Joseph have great
facilities in their neighborhoods that foster community, a healthy rivalry and environmental
stewardship that places the schools in existing neighborhoods. The thinking here is just spending
to be spending and change for its own sake. It is a huge, huge mistake. tciea possibco ragigeiil

10/31/2019 6:24 PM

31 To assure the every student gets an equal chance 10/31/2019 1:19 PM

32 all the above 10/31/2019 5:24 AM

33 Do to the increase in online high schools a single school would be best because I expect
enrollment to drop over the next 5 years

10/30/2019 9:23 PM

34 No more taxes will come out of my fixed income 10/30/2019 8:41 PM

35 New schools will be factor in community growth 10/30/2019 8:17 PM

36 locations in the part of town which they go to school 10/30/2019 12:46 PM

37 students become anonymous in large schools, Hattie cites an ideal HS size of 600-900 students 10/29/2019 6:27 PM

38 As an educator working with students every day, I chose the option that I felt would be best for
students. One large high school is NOT what is best for the students. Isn't that why we're here? To
give every student the attention and opportunities they deserve?

10/28/2019 8:33 PM

39 School size is highly important to me. 10/28/2019 3:42 PM

40 class sizes matter... 10/27/2019 8:46 AM

41 Not having more vacant buildings in town 10/27/2019 8:19 AM

42 Bullying would increase majorly and it’s already a problem with 3 schools. 10/26/2019 11:34 PM

43 I like the idea of all freshman being in one building. I think it makes sense from a social emotional
perspective. There is a big difference between 9th graders and 12th graders.

10/26/2019 9:55 AM

44 OVERALL student opportunities 10/26/2019 8:21 AM

45 Family oriented 10/26/2019 8:02 AM

46 Keeping school size down 10/26/2019 5:59 AM

47 Common sense and ridiculous propaganda - Nonsense excuses and reasons 10/25/2019 7:45 PM

48 Jr highs needs attention too 10/25/2019 6:54 PM

49 Our children !!!!!!! I think it would be a disadvantage to our kids to put them in a 3000 school. I
would as a employee, parent, and alumni move my kid to another district If this were to happen. I
work at a very poor school and our kids would suffer. It sickens me this is even a option

10/25/2019 5:37 PM

50 School Heritage 10/25/2019 4:08 PM

51 best for moving forward 10/25/2019 3:42 PM

52 Keeping alumni in Saint Joseph; one the reasons we stay in Saint Joseph is because we want to
provide the same, rich opportunities I had in high school.

10/25/2019 3:20 PM

53 It's better academically for students 10/25/2019 3:06 PM

9 / 30

Master Facilities Plan "High School Concepts" Survey



Q7 What is one topic or question you want to explore further based on
what you have learned by reviewing the concepts and taking this survey?

Answered: 606 Skipped: 121

# RESPONSES DATE

1 How to create a new school culture 11/5/2019 1:21 PM

2 Going 4 days and 3 day weekend 11/5/2019 7:32 AM

3 Location if new school or schools are built. 11/5/2019 5:05 AM

4 Does it really matter what the community thinks? 11/4/2019 8:36 PM

5 Why mix the schools 11/4/2019 8:25 PM

6 Why aren't teachers paid better? 11/4/2019 2:50 PM

7 Not sure why you would want to close the high schools and make one, I have worked in a building
where a grade school was closed and they merged the schools, maybe someone should have
seen what it was like for these students.

11/4/2019 1:37 PM

8 Na 11/4/2019 1:34 PM

9 average increase in tax bill 11/4/2019 1:05 PM

10 What renovations would be done at Central? 11/4/2019 12:54 PM

11 What will become of current High Schools? 11/4/2019 12:05 PM

12 I believe strongly in extra-curriculars. How would 1 school accommodate this? 11/4/2019 10:51 AM

13 Expanding an alternative school for middle and high school students 11/4/2019 10:20 AM

14 NA 11/4/2019 10:05 AM

15 Will high school students continue to have free choice / open enrollment of HS or will boundries be
determined and MUST have transfers okayed at CO level if not living in the boundary of desired
HS?

11/4/2019 8:58 AM

16 Teacher Retainment 11/4/2019 7:18 AM

17 What would the long term costs for each proposal be (i.e. phase 2 and phase 3), including
intangibles?

11/4/2019 7:18 AM

18 How long would it take to renovate old schools 11/4/2019 7:13 AM

19 The question should be asked, how many people/familes will move if certain plans occur. 11/4/2019 7:03 AM

20 We need more than 1 high school or even 2 for the success of out kids. There will be many
parents who take their kids elsewhere if you build one new high school

11/4/2019 5:26 AM

21 These plans do not account for nor do you mention the plan for middle schools. This is important
because there are 4 middle schools and considering you are certainly going to end up with a
minimum of 1 and maximum of 2 high schools by the end of this (I mean let's face it you wouldn't
go to all the trouble and not get some shiny new schools) and you should cut your middle school
facility to 2. Hyde and Hosea should close, SGMS should be made an elementary school, Benton
becomes a middle school and you reopen Lake Contrary. Your gonna need some money for
Robidoux because you need to close Bode and Truman as well making RMS your second middle
school which will need some improvements including an expansion. Of course Lafayette will close
as well because, well, you know why. So in summary my suggestion is build one new HS, upgrade
CHS and RMS, turn SGMS into an elementary, BHS becomes middle school, Lake reopens, LHS,
TMS, BMS, Hosea, and Hyde close. I said all that to say this. Don't string the community along
with these silly bite size parts of a master plan. Come up with a comprehensive plan up front
because decisions at this level effect decisions at the next.

11/4/2019 4:08 AM

22 I'm curious how extra curricular activities would be at 1 large high school. For example, would
students who play sports have far fewer chances to make teams?

11/3/2019 9:12 PM
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23 Time Line 11/3/2019 8:39 PM

24 How fair the boundaries will be 11/3/2019 8:34 PM

25 No further questions at this time 11/3/2019 8:13 PM

26 Cost/ taxes 11/3/2019 8:08 PM

27 Cost 11/3/2019 7:46 PM

28 Will this help students succeed better than the sinking standards SJSD has set? 11/3/2019 7:35 PM

29 Why do you want to overcrowd schools. Ridiculous 11/3/2019 7:34 PM

30 What renovations would be made in concept D & C and what would that look like? 11/3/2019 7:22 PM

31 How would the students be divided if a new building was built and Central was renovated? 11/3/2019 7:08 PM

32 Who's behind and stands to make money on this one HS idea? It would be terrible for the students
and faculty.

11/3/2019 6:22 PM

33 Why is a bigger school better? 11/3/2019 5:48 PM

34 Costs for community residents 11/3/2019 5:01 PM

35 Why needs done? Cause new blood (too dog) thinks so. Get rid of wasteful administration
assistance assistance positions. Forgot Troester Media Center and Main offices. Combined these
first

11/3/2019 4:46 PM

36 Our schools are not what is causing the decline in enrollment. It is more the fact that St Joseph’s
job opportunities are very limited and our pay rate is very very low.

11/3/2019 4:46 PM

37 If we are going to build one mega high school may we please look at districts that have been
successful both financially and academically so our students stand a better chance at
succeeding? Let's use it to attract both business and families.

11/3/2019 4:24 PM

38 Where would we house students if we renovated Central or all three high schools? What would
happen to Central, with it being so big, if we built one large high school?

11/3/2019 4:15 PM

39 really worried about one single high school - way too big! concerned re safety and re service 11/3/2019 3:56 PM

40 That you people don't care about our traditions or school records spirit or the heart of each one of
these school districts at all. The only thing you all are worried about is that all mighty dollar and
who's pocket it's gonna go into. We have a billing problem in this city along with a drug problem.
You people are talking about throwing a bunch of kids together that don't get along at all. Your
asking for more trouble. We as parents are asking for help not more problems. This is a big
disaster and very dangerous for our children and their future and their lives for that matter. It is
going to ruin our city and rip us apart as a community if you do this. I for one will be moving of you
go thru with it and I have lived here my whole life.

11/3/2019 3:22 PM

41 How will traditions be kept in place such as what Central does for NHS ceremonies and such if
new schools are built. These traditions are very important and would impact all students greatly.

11/3/2019 3:19 PM

42 How could anyone believe one high school serves the greater good. 11/3/2019 3:15 PM

43 How long are we expecting country kids to be on the bus if we downsize to one or two? 11/3/2019 2:44 PM

44 Student's sense of self or belonging. Too big of a school can cause students to be less engaged,
especially with the epidemic of teen suicide we need to insure that students are known in the
school and feel like they are valued and involved.

11/3/2019 1:57 PM

45 Land and district lines 11/3/2019 1:16 PM

46 What is the future of HTC? 11/3/2019 12:18 PM

47 Why not close TMC and other large buildings that house few employees and NO students rather
than close schools, impacting students greatly.

11/3/2019 11:50 AM

48 If this is the cost for phase 1 what are the other phases and costs?? 11/3/2019 11:49 AM

49 What’s more important money or are students success 11/3/2019 11:10 AM

50 If one school is closed, they all are closed. Impression has always been that Central is the only
high school that counts.

11/3/2019 11:09 AM

51 What are the primary issues with our current schools? 11/3/2019 10:59 AM
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52 How other districts around the country have addressed these issues and what plans succeeded. 11/3/2019 10:01 AM

53 Have any of you decided to take less of a salary so you could pay for good teachers? Why are we
worried over building new schools constantly? Didn't get to rank preferences in order as there's no
option to put in a zero for any option!!!! Anything marked after one, I would rank preference on
survey question5 as a zero!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

11/3/2019 9:38 AM

54 What do the renovations to the 3 high schools look like? Where would that money be spent? We
need a detailed plan on the process, i.e. $5 million to air conditioning, $5 million electrical, etc.

11/3/2019 9:19 AM

55 Renovating our current high schools should be given the most consideration. 11/3/2019 9:09 AM

56 How will you continue to have student and family involvement in school when you are eliminating
extra curricular opportunities by going to 2 or 1 high school? How will you combat the drop out rate
when more students will be eliminated from extra curricular activities--which data proves keeps
our low income students in school?

11/3/2019 8:23 AM

57 I have educated myself on this topic and have attended forums 11/3/2019 8:19 AM

58 Busing and location 11/3/2019 8:13 AM

59 Money 11/3/2019 8:08 AM

60 If the two school concept is the plan, how do you plan to divide the students so that socio-
economics are the somewhat equal?

11/3/2019 7:48 AM

61 Bus situation is already lacking it would just get worse. 11/3/2019 7:18 AM

62 What does the timeline look like for renovating Central? Is it one section at a time? Are the
students displaced during renovation?

11/3/2019 7:16 AM

63 Redo our high schools 11/3/2019 6:58 AM

64 NA 11/3/2019 6:56 AM

65 Learn more about renovations to current high schools. 11/3/2019 6:47 AM

66 Many of the options show a reduction in HS facilities. There are models of successful elementary
school sizes larger than St. Joe's current schools. Is it safe to assume that the annual cost savings
model that we are seeing suggested in the HS will be used for the MS and Elementary in the
future?

11/3/2019 6:43 AM

67 Test scores 11/3/2019 6:39 AM

68 I don't have one. 11/3/2019 6:37 AM

69 Where would the new high school (s) located 11/3/2019 6:28 AM

70 Why Lake Contrary was not represented, it's one of the newer schools 11/3/2019 6:15 AM

71 Why even think about closing schools and building new ones 11/3/2019 6:13 AM

72 N/A 11/3/2019 5:56 AM

73 I will not vote for anything that puts money in the old schools 11/3/2019 4:20 AM

74 What will be done with all the vacant schools? 11/3/2019 2:32 AM

75 None at this time 11/3/2019 1:58 AM

76 Where the ²nd high school would be built w the renovate Central and build 1 new high school
option.

11/3/2019 12:19 AM

77 North and Southside Strong! 11/3/2019 12:04 AM

78 If you close the high schools, then turn them into Middle or Grade Schools, then why can't they
just be renovated to stay High Schools.

11/2/2019 11:06 PM

79 How it affects achievement 11/2/2019 11:05 PM

80 voucher for st.joseph parochial schools 11/2/2019 10:38 PM

81 Why do you think it’s necessary to tear down the schools we have 11/2/2019 10:25 PM

82 STOP TAXING HOMEOWNERS SO OFTEN! 11/2/2019 9:53 PM

83 Why renovation would be so costly? 11/2/2019 9:41 PM
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84 Who comes up with this stuff without looking at statistics... 11/2/2019 9:36 PM

85 N/a 11/2/2019 9:34 PM

86 None 11/2/2019 9:31 PM

87 None 11/2/2019 9:25 PM

88 How we can better use the existing high schools instead of building new ones. 11/2/2019 9:16 PM

89 Where are the planned locations for the new schools? 11/2/2019 8:58 PM

90 How do these concepts affect the community narrative? 11/2/2019 8:44 PM

91 Where the 2 new high schoold if built would be located 11/2/2019 8:40 PM

92 Opportunities limited for football, baseball, basketball players. How can players make a team with
hundreds of other players

11/2/2019 8:35 PM

93 concerned about quality of education continuing with combining any schools-ie,too large class
sizes, decline of student moral, cost of renovations seems excessive

11/2/2019 8:28 PM

94 If we end up with two schools, I feel they should be equal in what is provided to the students. It
seems since Central is bigger now, they get more perks over the other two high schools.

11/2/2019 8:25 PM

95 None 11/2/2019 8:05 PM

96 Addressing issues with remaining properties 11/2/2019 8:05 PM

97 Who benefits financially from the sale if the three existing high schools are closed and one new
mega, high school is built?

11/2/2019 7:56 PM

98 N/A 11/2/2019 7:55 PM

99 Where would these schools be built 11/2/2019 7:51 PM

100 How will you accommodate the sports aspect of a one high school/ 2 high school concept. When
you have that many kids playing the same sport there are going to be more cuts and less kids with
the opportunity to grow in that sport. In turn you will have more children being emotionally
distressed. And possibly make a permanent decision based on a temporary feeling.

11/2/2019 7:47 PM

101 Education in current schools 11/2/2019 7:46 PM

102 Leave well alone 11/2/2019 7:36 PM

103 N/A 11/2/2019 7:34 PM

104 I would like to know what happened with the last plan that we paid someone to come out and
complete for us? I feel that a change needs to be made but I’m not sure closing two high schools
is the best choice

11/2/2019 7:34 PM

105 If one high school is built what will happen to the high school buildings 11/2/2019 7:33 PM

106 Safety of students in one big high school. 11/2/2019 7:32 PM

107 if it aint broke dont fix it 11/2/2019 7:31 PM

108 Sports 11/2/2019 7:27 PM

109 Keeping student success and impact a high priority 11/2/2019 7:27 PM

110 Wouldn’t money best spent by investing dollars into all areas of the town to support the
wants/needs of students instead of focusing on a specific area or two?

11/2/2019 7:27 PM

111 Location of new schools. Ensure students don’t need to be transported outside outside their
existing boundaries/neighborhoods.

11/2/2019 7:25 PM

112 Fewer schools create larger classes. Why has the committee even entertained the idea of making
the classes much less effective for our children to learn?

11/2/2019 7:24 PM

113 None at this time 11/2/2019 7:24 PM

114 Cutting the number of schools will negatively impact student opportunities, both academically and
in extracurricular activities. The “strong” students will thrive and have abundant opportunities. The
average and weaker students will not have the opportunities for growth and development. Cutting
the number of schools will cater to the “1%” who already excel.

11/2/2019 7:23 PM
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115 Logistics with every scenario. 11/2/2019 7:19 PM

116 2 new high schools and not renovate any high schools close them and do not reuse as schools if
they are not good enough as high schools now then they are not good enough for any children.

11/2/2019 7:15 PM

117 Why can't the board improve on the students education more than the buildings ? 11/2/2019 7:13 PM

118 Where is the money going to come from to build this so called new school? 11/2/2019 7:09 PM

119 Extend Benton into Hyde park area . It is if particular use . A tax burden. 11/2/2019 7:09 PM

120 N/a 11/2/2019 7:06 PM

121 Funding 11/2/2019 7:04 PM

122 Why anyone thinks that many kids in one high school is a good idea 11/2/2019 7:04 PM

123 No 11/2/2019 7:03 PM

124 Why are these concepts completely different from what was originally presented and
recommended by the people who evaluated our facilities?

11/2/2019 6:58 PM

125 I feel we should address elementary schools first. 11/2/2019 6:53 PM

126 What do the kids think 11/2/2019 6:48 PM

127 It feels as though we are, AGAIN, doing the newest, coolest thing. It does not feel like the
students' mental well-being, ability to participate, and individuality is being taken into
consideration. When is SJSD going to start thinking about what is best for the students and staff,
instead of worrying about what "looks" good? Our children deserve better. The educational fads
are getting out of hand.

11/2/2019 5:50 PM

128 Transparency 11/2/2019 5:43 PM

129 none 11/2/2019 5:42 PM

130 What is the cost per student in each scenerio in 5 years? 10 years? Explain how each plan will
save taxpayers money.

11/2/2019 5:39 PM

131 Make elementary schools safe . You know safety 11/2/2019 4:02 PM

132 Class size determines success. Discipline: removal of tier 2 or 3 behavior OUT of classrooms so
students who want to learn CAN learn.

11/2/2019 2:52 PM

133 I would like to know what kind of cost savings that goes with the concepts 11/2/2019 2:39 PM

134 None 11/2/2019 2:15 PM

135 Students safety if all schools are combined? Will our students be safe with increased amounts of
kids?

11/2/2019 2:06 PM

136 Future financial plans 11/2/2019 1:53 PM

137 Time Frame for each possible scenerio. 11/2/2019 1:30 PM

138 What is the estimated High School enrollment in 10 years? 11/2/2019 11:29 AM

139 Why would you want to take away St Joseph's history? I believe we should keep all high schools
and make them better.

11/2/2019 11:09 AM

140 Can we afford to build two new schools at the same time? 11/2/2019 11:01 AM

141 Na 11/2/2019 10:57 AM

142 Will the district be split so that the two high schools have the same socioeconomic groups? 11/2/2019 10:44 AM

143 Opportunities for athletics, clubs, academics 11/2/2019 10:19 AM

144 If concept C is chosen, the name for the newly renovated high school should be changed. 11/2/2019 10:10 AM

145 is there the possibility of renovating one existing school and still building 2 new schools. One
school is too many kids and two might also be too many.

11/2/2019 9:53 AM

146 Plans for energy efficiency if presents HS are remodeled? 11/2/2019 8:31 AM

147 cost 11/2/2019 7:35 AM

148 Funding solutions 11/2/2019 7:11 AM
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149 locations 11/2/2019 7:09 AM

150 Why are elementary resources/staff needs and 6th grade not being addressed first 11/2/2019 6:22 AM

151 How u think new schools is cheaper and safer for our students cause enrollment will drop if u close
any of the current buildings down

11/2/2019 6:08 AM

152 What will be the average classroom size? Student number to teachers 11/2/2019 4:22 AM

153 . 11/2/2019 3:13 AM

154 We must work to be as open and clear in discussions and explanations as to the benefits of
building new for the future. Also, many residents of this community only see the existing facilities
as they want, meaning they see a grand old structure that is of solid construction. We have to be
more consise on explaining the shortcomings of these old facilities in today's educational
concepts, and how the new will enhance the learning environment for our students.

11/2/2019 1:52 AM

155 Substantial cost will occur to build, so why not use that money to update the existing schools? 11/2/2019 1:36 AM

156 Why renovate when you can build new for almost the same cost? Our city is growing, we need
schools that attract people and make it easier for businesses to locate here.

11/1/2019 11:58 PM

157 Which high school will be closed 11/1/2019 11:49 PM

158 In a two high school concept, or renovation of all high schools, could it be possible to make a
sports complex that the schools could share?

11/1/2019 11:32 PM

159 None 11/1/2019 11:07 PM

160 Community engagement 11/1/2019 10:42 PM

161 I believe I read that it will take 7-13 years to complete these projects. I would want to know why so
long? Is it because the bond would expire and we would need to pass another bond?

11/1/2019 10:40 PM

162 How will the transportation issue be solved with getting kids across the city to one school? The
current transportation solution for many of the schools with the Apple Bus company already can't
be solved.

11/1/2019 9:57 PM

163 Stop closing schools!! Let’s spend our money on what’s needed for our children! I have special
education child who is getting thrown under a bus because we no longer have teachers

11/1/2019 9:53 PM

164 feedback from staff at the schools directly involved 11/1/2019 9:29 PM

165 What do these "renovations" look like 11/1/2019 9:15 PM

166 Timeline and funding. 11/1/2019 9:02 PM

167 None 11/1/2019 8:53 PM

168 NA 11/1/2019 8:50 PM

169 This city wants to grow. If the city does grow, is 1 high school adequate. 11/1/2019 8:35 PM

170 Can the city afford one new high school for the long term? 11/1/2019 8:21 PM

171 What would be the location of the new schools? How would the local community be affected by
the closure of the high schools?

11/1/2019 8:18 PM

172 Boundary lines if multiple schools are selected 11/1/2019 7:55 PM

173 I think it would be helpful to high level summary of the why’s and a side by side comparison of all of
the plans.

11/1/2019 7:40 PM

174 None 11/1/2019 7:17 PM

175 The one high school concept is the best idea both academically and athletically. I believe it’s a no-
brainer to have one high school in this town. Our community could come together as a whole and
our numbers would be stronger than ever

11/1/2019 7:07 PM

176 How will we select the new school mascots? 11/1/2019 6:59 PM

177 Boundaries 11/1/2019 6:32 PM

178 Having that many kids in one school is too much 11/1/2019 6:17 PM

179 Money 11/1/2019 6:11 PM
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180 Location to construct new buildings 11/1/2019 6:08 PM

181 Does the best choice for the community align with the most efficient option? 11/1/2019 6:05 PM

182 Why is Hillyard's listed on the concepts but yet only in the one concept with one 9th grade school
and a 10th-12th are they listed with any students?

11/1/2019 5:55 PM

183 The “community” feeling smaller schools provide 11/1/2019 5:52 PM

184 Cost to transport these kids to a new school 11/1/2019 5:44 PM

185 The school district is already understaffed...we can't address student needs with one mega school. 11/1/2019 5:41 PM

186 Why can't we have one (professional career) academic high school and two (industrial career) high
schools? Why can't we write a course of study for all students to learn to read, write and do basic
arithmetic? Why can't we have an institution to teach the values of work, respect and confidence?

11/1/2019 5:36 PM

187 Why? Why do we have to change when things are fine how they are! 11/1/2019 5:24 PM

188 Effect taking local high schools out of community would have on community and kids. They need
to belong and that would be more difficult if can’t identify with community or get lost in huge school

11/1/2019 5:23 PM

189 renovate 11/1/2019 5:21 PM

190 Price vs community ratio 11/1/2019 4:52 PM

191 How will we ensure that the new schools will accommodate for growth in population? 11/1/2019 4:49 PM

192 How would renovating the three current schools solve issues of equity in course offerings and
financial inefficiencies currently identified in running three facilities?

11/1/2019 4:41 PM

193 Nothing 11/1/2019 4:35 PM

194 Where is a safe area to build two new high schools? 11/1/2019 4:34 PM

195 NA 11/1/2019 4:29 PM

196 N/A 11/1/2019 4:29 PM

197 Do not do 1 high school. 11/1/2019 4:26 PM

198 None 11/1/2019 4:26 PM

199 A timeline for each Concept. Also, will the elementary schools be affected sooner if concept a is
not chosen.

11/1/2019 4:13 PM

200 How will this affect teachers and elective programs? 11/1/2019 4:09 PM

201 How will you find the construction? 11/1/2019 3:55 PM

202 How will the students be divided into the high schools if two or three are chosen? 11/1/2019 3:54 PM

203 How will this impact extra curricular activities and scholarship possibilites? 11/1/2019 3:52 PM

204 Renavation removes history of small community; we used to be known as the All-American city. 11/1/2019 3:51 PM

205 Location of new schools 11/1/2019 3:47 PM

206 locations of new buildings if built 11/1/2019 3:45 PM

207 How each plan will work 11/1/2019 3:41 PM

208 If we go 2 HS, my 3rd choice, I would want to do both at the same time. 11/1/2019 3:41 PM

209 There is lots to speak about not just about the school. How about the way our young people learn! 11/1/2019 3:41 PM

210 Would ask to have the city vote on a solution, and not just board members or a small committee.
The city as a whole should have their voting input. Not everyone can do computer surveys or
attend meetings.

11/1/2019 3:39 PM

211 Whether input will be solicited as to renovation and/or new construction from current staff on
needs, preferences and wish lists

11/1/2019 3:37 PM

212 what will each one do to the tax base 11/1/2019 3:32 PM
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213 Transportation seems like a huge issue in the proposal for a single school. I'm a St. Joseph school
district alumni and we recently moved from the Savannah school district into St. Joseph primarily
because of Savannah's large geographic area and the transportation issues associated with that.
Students' days are already long, and further distances to school only adds to the length of the day.
It makes it challenging to get everything finished and still get enough sleep when it takes an hour
to get to school, and then another hour to get home again.

11/1/2019 3:24 PM

214 How will this unify our community? 11/1/2019 3:24 PM

215 The students have issues getting along now, fighting, bullying, drugs, etc. How are you to remedy
this and stop it from getting worse if you shove every highschooler in 1-2 school. Next year I have
one becoming a freshman and in 3 years I will have another freshman. My son already transferred
to private homeschool due to student behaviors and activities. I will definitely move my daughter's
if there is only 1-2 schools available.

11/1/2019 3:18 PM

216 What makes this a good idea 11/1/2019 3:11 PM

217 What are the long term costs of each plan and hidden costs associated with having one high
school? Logistics alone would be hugely impacted that could come with costs not associated with
the current model.

11/1/2019 3:02 PM

218 location of new schools 11/1/2019 2:52 PM

219 Timeline for ALL models 11/1/2019 2:42 PM

220 extracurricular opportunities with one mega high school, opportunities to keep the kids off the
streets.

11/1/2019 2:39 PM

221 This district needs NEW HIGH SCHOOLS 11/1/2019 2:37 PM

222 Adding 8th to high schools and making existing middle schools 6 & 7 might address capacity
issues.

11/1/2019 2:37 PM

223 How many students per grade with this concept? 11/1/2019 2:33 PM

224 How will student friend circles and extra-curriculars work in a 3,000 student school? 11/1/2019 2:32 PM

225 How will this impact the staff of the SJSD? 11/1/2019 2:31 PM

226 How will this impact current SJSD staff? 11/1/2019 2:31 PM

227 St Joe can it be compared to other cities we don’t have the finances almost all schools are all free
lunch our children can’t afford to be compiled to one school just to make it look as if we are so
progressive it will hurt the children academically and socially renovate the schools as should have
been done in the first place

11/1/2019 2:28 PM

228 has the kids been asked what they would like since they are the ones attending the schools mine
kids want us to move if they have to go to a different school

11/1/2019 2:28 PM

229 Why were ALL buildings at ALL schools not included in the surveyed? 11/1/2019 2:27 PM

230 When will this start once a concept is approved by the BOE? 11/1/2019 2:25 PM

231 None 11/1/2019 2:24 PM

232 Fixing current schools 11/1/2019 2:21 PM

233 How this will effect our district boundaries and will we go to a traditional enrollment based on
boundary lines vs. Open Enrollement

11/1/2019 2:17 PM

234 How will students not fall between the cracks or be overlooked when they are one out of
thousands of students? I feel that the SJSD would be giving less opportunity for the students to
feel that they are part of a school community and thereby taking away any sense of pride in their
time spent in high school.

11/1/2019 2:17 PM

235 More investments and emphasis on Hillyard Tech School! 11/1/2019 2:16 PM

236 Closing any schools. I believe renovating is the only choice. The rest of the ideas are crazy. And
after looking at the models that renovating is the cheapest.

11/1/2019 2:16 PM

237 I am excited to see survey results. 11/1/2019 2:13 PM

238 No to one school for St. Joe 11/1/2019 2:13 PM

239 N/A 11/1/2019 2:13 PM

17 / 30

Master Facilities Plan "High School Concepts" Survey



240 N/A 11/1/2019 2:12 PM

241 How would plans not covered by the current bond be funded? 11/1/2019 2:12 PM

242 ? 11/1/2019 2:11 PM

243 How will this impact the closer learning students get in a smaller class size? 11/1/2019 2:11 PM

244 Most of my thoughts are addressed in the plans. 11/1/2019 2:10 PM

245 what would the new district lines look like for each option? 11/1/2019 2:10 PM

246 How will the district handle the tension if schools are combined? 11/1/2019 2:09 PM

247 Why are hasn't the district looked into balancing the attendance of the high schools with the
closing of so many elementary schools?

11/1/2019 2:08 PM

248 N/a 11/1/2019 2:08 PM

249 How can renevations to the current buildings support student academic sucess and oppurtunites
for extra-curriculars?

11/1/2019 2:08 PM

250 A timeline as to when this is hoped to be implemented. 11/1/2019 2:05 PM

251 Not sure - can't think of anything in particular 11/1/2019 2:04 PM

252 The timeline. Let's get started! 11/1/2019 2:02 PM

253 Community opinions. How are you going to make the transition smooth? What changes to staff? 11/1/2019 2:02 PM

254 Where is the money coming from? 11/1/2019 2:01 PM

255 n/a 11/1/2019 1:58 PM

256 How is it we didnt have money to pay are teachers more or give the kids the tools they need for
better education. But you have money to build new high schools?

11/1/2019 1:55 PM

257 Extra curricular activities 11/1/2019 1:55 PM

258 Using what we currently have in buildings 11/1/2019 1:50 PM

259 Close Benton and build a new central big enough to include those students, renovate LHS. 11/1/2019 1:48 PM

260 What’s the timeline of this? 11/1/2019 1:47 PM

261 Na 11/1/2019 1:45 PM

262 none 11/1/2019 1:13 PM

263 Transportation 11/1/2019 12:36 PM

264 none 11/1/2019 12:19 PM

265 none 11/1/2019 11:31 AM

266 When can this start ??? We need new schools 11/1/2019 8:56 AM

267 Compare sizes of high schools in KC Metro (MO & KS) to all 5 options for high schools in SJSD. 11/1/2019 7:03 AM

268 Building two new high schools, what property would you use? Does this include renovation of
athletic fields?

11/1/2019 6:48 AM

269 Why is the school board so convinced that new buildings will increase student attendance,
performance and opportunties. Have they never heard of the "old" ivy league schools?it

10/31/2019 6:24 PM

270 ... 10/31/2019 2:58 PM

271 Funding for the schools, if it doesn't pass a vote? 10/31/2019 2:36 PM

272 Nothing 10/31/2019 2:09 PM

273 Specific details on top two choices, locations, needs , costs 10/31/2019 1:19 PM

274 Where would the proposed new schools be built? 10/31/2019 11:58 AM

275 Where would these new schools be built and do the east side of town benefit from the new school? 10/31/2019 10:24 AM

276 How is this to be paid for? New tax and how much? 10/31/2019 8:04 AM
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277 How is this going to impact the buses and transportation of 3000 students. Look at what is
happening with preschool this year. This is not a good idea. Comparisons with "other city's
festivals" and trying to model them in St Joseph were a huge failure and lead to the end of Trails
West. I see nothing but a similar outcome with this endeavor.

10/31/2019 7:55 AM

278 Busing to kc for sports and extra curricular activities. 10/31/2019 7:33 AM

279 time freme 10/31/2019 7:30 AM

280 Where would the new facilities be located? 10/31/2019 7:24 AM

281 . 10/31/2019 7:11 AM

282 Renovation of current schools 10/31/2019 7:01 AM

283 Financial cost to students, and other tax payers down the road. 10/31/2019 6:11 AM

284 how big is one school 10/31/2019 5:35 AM

285 WHY ARE YOU BOTHERING TO ASK FOR THE PUBLIC'S OPINION WHEN YOU ARE GOING
TO DO EXACTLY WHAT YOU WANT TO ANYWAY.

10/31/2019 5:24 AM

286 How crime would be controlled in one consolidated high school 10/31/2019 1:22 AM

287 We need to bring St. Joseph into the 21st century style of education. 10/30/2019 9:23 PM

288 Why does the school board think it would be a good idea to fit 3,000+ high school students in one
school?

10/30/2019 9:01 PM

289 Cost and ability for growth if population increases 10/30/2019 8:49 PM

290 The impact on student success, both academic and social and the impact on long-term
development of the City.

10/30/2019 8:43 PM

291 Building a new building is not going to help students obtain higher grades. Based on your ideas,
the District will want more money. You won't get it from me because I have never had a kid in
school and I can't afford to take away from myself.

10/30/2019 8:41 PM

292 Safety for things like active shooter situations 10/30/2019 8:17 PM

293 Who came up with these ideas? My guess is someone from outside our community. 10/30/2019 8:16 PM

294 Athletics 10/30/2019 8:15 PM

295 Transportation plans 10/30/2019 7:48 PM

296 A lot 10/30/2019 7:11 PM

297 Where would the new schools be constructed and how would jurisdiction of the schools lay out? 10/30/2019 6:52 PM

298 Does building a new building improve the quality of education and improve test scores? 10/30/2019 6:42 PM

299 location of new concepts 10/30/2019 5:32 PM

300 What will staffing look like at the potential new school and how would making one single school
impact jobs?

10/30/2019 4:26 PM

301 How would the changes effect student/teacher ratios and extracurricular activities 10/30/2019 4:01 PM

302 I think it is important to keep class rooms sizes smaller 10/30/2019 3:42 PM

303 Do new or improved facilities help recruit the best of teachers? 10/30/2019 3:35 PM

304 Overcrowding of classrooms 10/30/2019 3:25 PM

305 How would you even think that 1 school would even come close to making sure every single child
had 1 on 1 time with a teacher? I just dont see 1 school being able to address every single kid.
Way too much goin on. Its bot the buildings that are the problems. Its the way they are managed.
Sjsd is terrible and i will continue to keep my kids in private school

10/30/2019 3:11 PM

306 Specific costs of the different plans. 10/30/2019 2:41 PM

307 Would we have a shared athletic facility area for the two schools? 10/30/2019 2:26 PM

308 Using the schools to promote a 'one community' and to provide educational excellence for current
and future students

10/30/2019 2:09 PM

19 / 30

Master Facilities Plan "High School Concepts" Survey



309 What are the forcasted building sites and is that included in to the estimate? 10/30/2019 2:08 PM

310 When it will be completed 10/30/2019 1:39 PM

311 if we do the one mega high school how would people get there, where would it be 10/30/2019 1:34 PM

312 We are stronger as a community by coming together. We need to stop the divison of south end,
north end, and central and come together as one St. Joseph community. I am not originally from
St. Joseph, this is one of the most divided small cities I have ever lived in. It is important to make
decisions best on improving the students education and academic success. The ACT scores need
to improve. Academics are the top priority and retaining the best teacher talent not having the
newest facilities.

10/30/2019 12:58 PM

313 Why can't we pass a school bond without the district trying to find a new financial hole to dig
themselves.

10/30/2019 12:56 PM

314 How will new schools make kids learn better. 10/30/2019 12:54 PM

315 Where would new schools be built. St Joseph only wants to serve the affluent 10/30/2019 12:47 PM

316 Where would they build these new high schools at? 10/30/2019 12:46 PM

317 Child individuality. If we combine highschools, what dpes that look like for an individual stufent who
already has a high student/teacher ratio. How can we commit to each child's individual success as
staff and community. How do children not get "lost" in a Mega high school?

10/30/2019 12:43 PM

318 what are the plans for middle schools. Will we become a 6-8 grade middle school? How would a
9th grade center be good for students? No community, bonding with staff, money spent for just
one group?

10/30/2019 12:42 PM

319 If going to two new HS, or the build one and renovate Central........how do you decide boundaries? 10/30/2019 12:33 PM

320 Transportation 10/30/2019 12:19 PM

321 Cost of 1 vs. 2 highschools 10/30/2019 12:06 PM

322 Understanding the teachers staffing levels 10/30/2019 11:26 AM

323 I don't agree that all students will have the same opportunities w/extra-curricular activities if you
have only one high school. There are plenty of students who CHOSE Benton or Lafayette simply
based on the size of the school to increase their chances of being able to participate in sports.

10/30/2019 11:08 AM

324 Why are we still talking closing schools ? Have we learned nothing from the closing of 2
Elementary schools ?

10/30/2019 11:06 AM

325 Keeping new facilities in good shape, especially with how some in this community chose to be
responsible for property and how people treat them. How will the district hold students or families
accountable for broken items that were intentionally misused?

10/30/2019 11:00 AM

326 I would support more than 1 HS ONLY if school choice was still available. A larger school at CHS
with a mid sized school combining BHS and LHS together would be ideal.

10/30/2019 10:47 AM

327 My grandkids are in the Lafayette district. I prefer the smaller schools 10/30/2019 10:30 AM

328 I don’t know 10/30/2019 10:23 AM

329 district lines 10/30/2019 10:12 AM

330 It is nice to have new things, but we can't afford them. Take care of the facilities you have. 10/30/2019 10:04 AM

331 How to best educate some in the PUBLIC on moving forward to make St Joe a better place for our
kids and teachers and everyone! Better schools make a better community!!

10/30/2019 9:47 AM

332 I want to see honest cost comparisons for taxpayers of concept D and B 10/30/2019 9:25 AM

333 will this be up to public vote 10/30/2019 9:19 AM

334 I don't understand why you think building new schools and closing down the existing will help
students bring up scores, maybe if you stop closing schools and stop crowding kids in classrooms
with teachers that are not prepared to teach a certain age group because the school district last
minute changes the format! Your concepts are unfair to everyone and one thing i have learned in
the last few years from the SJSD is that you will get what you want regardless of any survey, vote
or community actions. No wonder people are leaving, i feel sorry for the children and the teachers
of this district. It almost seems like the SJSD has punished anyone involved with it since they got
caught getting their stipends. GIVE IT A REST!!!

10/30/2019 9:12 AM
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335 dollar amounts on renovations if keeping all 3 high schools 10/30/2019 9:00 AM

336 start time for any construction/reovation 10/30/2019 8:55 AM

337 What does the transportation look like for one or two new schools? A lot of our kids live in poverty,
how are they supposed to get to participate in sports or other extracurricular activities should there
not be 3 schools that minimalize the distance they have to go?

10/30/2019 8:54 AM

338 Student Safety in large population schools 10/30/2019 8:30 AM

339 Accurate timeline for the building of one school 10/30/2019 8:15 AM

340 None 10/30/2019 7:56 AM

341 How staff numbers would be effected 10/30/2019 7:55 AM

342 More exploration of st Joseph mentality! 10/30/2019 7:54 AM

343 What are the test scores between honors and regular classes at each high school? 10/30/2019 7:24 AM

344 Where would the new, one school be located? 10/30/2019 7:22 AM

345 If closing schools and building new, what area(s) are being considered and what kind of
transportation time are we looking at?

10/29/2019 9:55 PM

346 ORCHESTRA AND THEATRE PARTICIPATION 10/29/2019 9:31 PM

347 Use of existing facilities after closing. 10/29/2019 8:58 PM

348 What is the possibility of building a s lo econd school in the future. 10/29/2019 8:32 PM

349 Why don't you leave things the way they are 10/29/2019 7:47 PM

350 If money can be spent to renovate the high school buildings to make them possible middle
schools, why not just keep them as high schools?

10/29/2019 6:30 PM

351 Is this manipulation? Has district administration already made up their minds? 10/29/2019 6:27 PM

352 How is the district going to address student behaviors when they decide to put more students into
one or two buildings? Behaviors are already an issue for teachers and administration. That’s not
going to go away with new school buildings.

10/29/2019 5:19 PM

353 How would sports (or frankly any competitive activity) work for one giant school? That seems to
severely limit the students that get to enjoy meaningful participation. How do you plan to address
that? High school is much more than simply academics.

10/29/2019 3:44 PM

354 Student education with one school vs 2 10/29/2019 3:24 PM

355 We need new facilities to compete with other school districts. 10/29/2019 3:09 PM

356 Renovating current schools 10/29/2019 2:58 PM

357 Only one model includes Hillyards. Why? Blue collar jobs have excellent pay and benefits. 10/29/2019 1:23 PM

358 impact of community with the destruction of historic buildings & impact of class sizes on teachers 10/29/2019 1:22 PM

359 How about addressing school achievement issues and teaching methods/? 10/29/2019 1:05 PM

360 When are you going to quit spending money on un-needed things 10/29/2019 12:34 PM

361 location 10/29/2019 12:29 PM

362 How would you ever get the money to build all those new schools? It's crazy when the current
buildings are in fine shape.

10/29/2019 12:16 PM

363 How is this financially helping us when sled students had to go to their home school due to busing
being to costly? This does not seem like a good idea

10/29/2019 11:17 AM

364 I think the biggest hurdle you'll have is community resistance to committing large amounts of
dollars to building new facilities instead of renovating current facilities. I am mostly concerned
about student/teacher ratios being lowered with whichever option is ultimately selected.

10/29/2019 10:36 AM

365 Not a fan of moving 6th grade to middle school 10/29/2019 10:31 AM

366 location(s) to build new school(s) 10/29/2019 10:06 AM

367 sports competing against each other 10/29/2019 9:43 AM
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368 na 10/29/2019 9:39 AM

369 What potential growth (student/city population) might result from each of these plans? Would a
particular plan have more potential to draw/keep parents/students? Of course it is guess work but
are there any number estimates, perhaps based on experiences of other districts?

10/29/2019 9:33 AM

370 How is the equability piece to all of this going to be monitored? How is the culture and past of the
district and alumni going to be involved? It's such a positive idea that this discussion is happening.

10/29/2019 9:14 AM

371 Facilities and buildings are significant discussions for our future and available resources, yes, but
are we also considering hybrid scheduling at the high school level. Regardless of a shiny new
building our schedule limits opportunities and does not encourage student autonomy. Considering
MWSU's recent announcement for Gold Fridays we should also consider this change inhedtrtvv

10/29/2019 6:30 AM

372 Extra curricular activities for our students. Lack of opportunities going from 3 to 1. 10/29/2019 5:14 AM

373 What these concepts look like on impact of class size and student/teacher ratio. 10/29/2019 4:12 AM

374 How is only have one high school safe? Why is there a desperate need for change? 10/28/2019 10:00 PM

375 I would like to see further planning on some of these options, like staff changes, student
opportunities, etc.

10/28/2019 8:33 PM

376 Location 10/28/2019 8:12 PM

377 With larger school sizes wouldn’t extra curricular activities be less available. We only have say 8
spots for a varsity basketball team but now we have 3,000 plus kids opposed to 24 spots

10/28/2019 6:50 PM

378 I think the schools are great the way they are. we have lost so many good schools already. 10/28/2019 6:00 PM

379 Cost comparison for each high school concept 10/28/2019 5:56 PM

380 3 new high schools 10/28/2019 5:29 PM

381 Actually enforcing district boundaries to help with the uneven enrollment in the existing schools 10/28/2019 5:26 PM

382 Where will the schools be located. Remember this is 2040 location of students will be very
different

10/28/2019 5:13 PM

383 How safe will a master school be? How would you control 3000 kids going in and out? How ensure
no one goes in besides those who should?

10/28/2019 5:08 PM

384 . 10/28/2019 4:39 PM

385 Does community have a vote about outcomes or is it a board decision? 10/28/2019 4:37 PM

386 What curriculum and teaching method changes will be used to make a difference in the schools. 10/28/2019 3:58 PM

387 School size. 10/28/2019 3:42 PM

388 None 10/28/2019 3:35 PM

389 I like the idea of adding onto Hillyard & creating a vo-tech curriculum. 10/28/2019 3:32 PM

390 Nothing 10/28/2019 3:31 PM

391 What new opportunities are there available for impoverished families and children who want to
play sports and other activities?

10/28/2019 3:24 PM

392 Why did it take you so long to finally figure out our schools need repairs 10/28/2019 2:52 PM

393 I believe that the students need to feel like they are all attending a new school or there will be
feelings of some students gets better options or choices then others. I think the new schools for all
make the most since

10/28/2019 2:49 PM

394 Communication 10/28/2019 2:40 PM

395 We need to take into account student opinions especially. Parents are not the ones being moved
and schooled. This is a major issue and every student in high school should be involved in it.

10/28/2019 2:34 PM

396 I would like the actual problems in the buildings (discipline, teacher retention, class ratios etc) fixed
before buildings are addressed SJSD is rotting from the inside Pretty buildings won't fix that

10/28/2019 2:32 PM

397 None 10/28/2019 2:29 PM

398 9th grade center school has worked in other states. 10/28/2019 2:17 PM
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399 Have you investigated how other communities with similar demographics pros and cons of having
one high school. Did having one high school limit how many students could participate in extra
curricular activities? With the lack of respect and behavior problems our city is experiencing, would
one High School just put all those students together?

10/28/2019 1:56 PM

400 My family would strongly consider relocating to a smaller community if the high school student
body size reaches over 2500 which would be the largest in the state.

10/28/2019 1:39 PM

401 How many years would it take to do each concept? 10/28/2019 1:31 PM

402 It appears many of these concepts include renovating current buildings for future use, however I
feel there is a common perception that these buildings are too costly to renovate and maintain so I
would like more clarity there. What's the difference in renovating to maintain and continue using
buildings as is vs. renovating and repurposing high school buildings as middle school buildings.

10/28/2019 1:22 PM

403 We are already financially strapped as a community. Who can pay for this? Surely not me. 10/28/2019 1:18 PM

404 what will happen to old buildings if schools are closed and the impact on the neighborhoods which
house those schools?

10/28/2019 1:08 PM

405 If renovating current facility or facilities, what would be the impact on operations? How would you
ensure minimal educational impact of students using the building/buildings?

10/28/2019 12:58 PM

406 n/a 10/28/2019 12:50 PM

407 How many students per teacher? 10/28/2019 12:50 PM

408 Renovating needs to be looked into more than it has. 10/28/2019 12:28 PM

409 The decision should not be based on what is best for a single community (ie the north end or
south end) but what is best for ALL of the students in St. Joseph. They are all citizens of St.
Joseph, not just the area of town they grow up in. I think that a joint student body would really
bond the entire community.

10/28/2019 12:28 PM

410 Why is the school district focused so much on building new facilities? Its not the buildings that are
the primary issue. Address the administration and staffing issues first.

10/28/2019 12:22 PM

411 Location of new school and transportation issues. 10/28/2019 12:17 PM

412 Financing options 10/28/2019 11:24 AM

413 If the Benton and Lafayette are in such disrepair why would keeping them open and turning them
in to middle schools an option?

10/28/2019 10:44 AM

414 Plans for the new building, border lines, and also how we will change the way teachers teach since
a building isn't everything.

10/28/2019 10:21 AM

415 How much will this cost the taxpayer? 10/28/2019 10:06 AM

416 I am concerned about renovation at Central being able to address the mold issue adequately. The
only parts of the building that should be kept are the oldest part (solidly built), the library (new) and
the Morgan building (new). The freshman building and the area to south of the office should be
demolished.

10/28/2019 9:57 AM

417 class sizes 10/28/2019 9:50 AM

418 What will happen with the schools that close? What impact will it have on property values? 10/28/2019 8:48 AM

419 How do you secure public backing moving forward? 10/28/2019 8:36 AM

420 location of new schools 10/28/2019 8:35 AM

421 How do you plan on aclimating current students to a new school with kids from rival schools? 10/28/2019 8:20 AM

422 . 10/28/2019 8:16 AM

423 what electives, academic opportunities will open up because of the changes? 10/28/2019 8:09 AM

424 Discipline 10/28/2019 7:49 AM

425 NONE 10/28/2019 7:48 AM

426 nothing 10/28/2019 7:33 AM

427 St Joe is a "big" small town you stated there are no 3000 single school facilities to compare to in
MO. Being the first isn't always necessarily the the best.

10/28/2019 7:31 AM
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428 equal opportunities for all kids 10/28/2019 6:56 AM

429 How will we address additional funding needs for these projects 10/28/2019 6:33 AM

430 Disadvantages of one large high school 10/28/2019 5:46 AM

431 Transportation issues, student to teacher ratio 10/28/2019 12:01 AM

432 . 10/27/2019 9:38 PM

433 Cost comparison 10/27/2019 9:06 PM

434 How would the district address the attendance/distribution of students to the schools? 10/27/2019 9:02 PM

435 They should concentrate on the severe current bullying issue before worrying about closing
schools. #mentalhealthmatters

10/27/2019 8:36 PM

436 Nothing. I know what I think is best for our children and our community. Concept A 10/27/2019 8:29 PM

437 none 10/27/2019 8:24 PM

438 Where will the new facilities be located? 10/27/2019 8:12 PM

439 When willt he public know the final decision and I want the school board members to hold a scholl
bosrd meeting where they only talk to students and get the students oppinion and take our advice.
Adults can learn alot from our SJSD students and they need to take the time and realize that.
Pleade invite lots of students of different ages and school and grt their opinion. My name is Sharon
Miller and I would love to speak for my student peers and our familys and our futures.

10/27/2019 7:54 PM

440 Location and transportation needs 10/27/2019 7:06 PM

441 Just fix our current high schools. 10/27/2019 6:36 PM

442 If it changes from 3 high schools to 2, how will the school boundaries be drawn 10/27/2019 6:23 PM

443 Current maintenance budgets and anticipated maintenance budgets 10/27/2019 6:22 PM

444 Bot sure 10/27/2019 5:37 PM

445 Why, when SJSD has offered decades of substandard public education, do they always look to
buildings as the answer?

10/27/2019 5:32 PM

446 How are we going to get the land or separate the classes evenly? Block scheduling again? How
will this affect the staff size?

10/27/2019 4:17 PM

447 NA 10/27/2019 4:16 PM

448 More information and attention towards middle school and elementary facilities as well as the plan
for facikities no longer being used.

10/27/2019 3:12 PM

449 Keeping the history of St. Joseph while enhancing the education of the city. 10/27/2019 3:00 PM

450 Wharf are the plans for Hillyard Tech school. In all these plans it looks like the plan is to close it or
for the school district to disassociate itself from the Technical School?

10/27/2019 2:52 PM

451 If we go to one high school won’t we be the biggest in the state. And if we grow won’t we have to
just build again?

10/27/2019 2:23 PM

452 Why do we keep pushing oversized classrooms? 10/27/2019 2:02 PM

453 If the final decision results in no longer using current high schools, what is going to happen to
those buildings to avoid them sitting for years being unused?

10/27/2019 1:41 PM

454 How would students have a fair chance in sports, groups, choirs if we have less schools? 10/27/2019 1:29 PM

455 Improving the city of St. Joseph 10/27/2019 1:13 PM

456 I want to know the location where the new high school or high schools will take place. 10/27/2019 12:28 PM

457 Why make a new high school when the current ones can just be updated 10/27/2019 12:06 PM

458 Why have just one high school? 10/27/2019 11:12 AM
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459 We need to look at what is best for our students. One new school... I can only imagine what this
would open up for our kids. We (as a community, parents & as educators) need to look at the big
picture. We have kids that are not "college" bound, so we need to prepare them for a future they
will be successful in. Prepare them for a trade or whatever it is they are passionate about. Having
a new school, especially 1, will allow that!! Think of what we can bring to this school... the ideas
going through my mind are endless possibilities and this goes for academics and athletics.

10/27/2019 10:58 AM

460 The high schools should remain how they are - simply renovated. As a teacher and especially a
parent, high schools should not be condensed bc of safety reasons, academic, and extra curricular
opportunities.

10/27/2019 10:51 AM

461 Actual cost vs savings. Location of new schools. 10/27/2019 10:45 AM

462 With many of our students being low income how are you going to prove tearing down high
schools is their best opportunity for success within our community?

10/27/2019 9:32 AM

463 N/a 10/27/2019 8:55 AM

464 N/A 10/27/2019 8:49 AM

465 na 10/27/2019 8:46 AM

466 What will be the cost to taxpayers? Will this come to a vote of the people represented? 10/27/2019 8:20 AM

467 Why is there not more renovation options 10/27/2019 8:19 AM

468 You shouldn’t build a new school, we’ve have 3 high schools for decades and we were okay 10/27/2019 8:15 AM

469 Why are we so quick to close 1 or more schools? 10/27/2019 8:09 AM

470 Finances 10/27/2019 8:01 AM

471 Will all new construction be ADA? We need more accessibility for people with disabilities in ALL
buildings.

10/27/2019 8:01 AM

472 No. 10/27/2019 8:00 AM

473 Elementary schools 10/27/2019 7:27 AM

474 Location of proposed new high school(s) 10/27/2019 7:22 AM

475 Sometimes what is best financially isn’t what’s best for a community 10/27/2019 7:07 AM

476 Plan for motivating the voting base. 10/27/2019 7:05 AM

477 None 10/27/2019 6:57 AM

478 cost 10/27/2019 6:55 AM

479 Total costs 10/27/2019 6:51 AM

480 No questions, just dont want 1 school! 10/27/2019 6:45 AM

481 What do class sizes look like in a one high school plan? 10/27/2019 6:42 AM

482 With being one of the largest schools in the state by going to one school I would like to know how
many students would not make teams and how far would teams have to travel to compete. Sports,
fine arts, academic

10/27/2019 6:33 AM

483 Fixed districts between the 2 new schools. This will allow for the schools to better compete
athletically and provide feeder programs.

10/27/2019 6:31 AM

484 Why does Central always get picked for everything 10/27/2019 5:09 AM

485 N/A 10/27/2019 4:40 AM

486 All heart aside, our district has been through so much in the past few years. Why do this to us
now? Bigger is not always better. Our children, our alumni, and our community are loyal to our
schools.

10/27/2019 4:38 AM

487 What about the children with high anxiety putting them in a larger school that is over populated will
only make things worse

10/27/2019 3:46 AM

488 No question 10/26/2019 11:46 PM
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489 It seems that all (or nearly all) plans exceed our bonding capacity. In this community, money and
heritage are a huge focus, which these plans fail to address. Honestly, the best case scenario that
would likely be community supported would be to build new versions of each HS. The community
will wasn’t cited examples backed by cited research that deal with the many variables of our
community.

10/26/2019 11:45 PM

490 How do you not think having one high school isn’t going to cause problems with bullying? You can
even get it control with three school where the students are separated.

10/26/2019 11:34 PM

491 I would just like to say that no matter what the cost efficiencies will be, by taking apart our current
facilities, you are taking apart our community. Saint Joseph schools are filled with love, support,
membership, community, and greatness. These schools should stand so that we as a community
can grow our future leaders where we were once grown.

10/26/2019 11:27 PM

492 Possible locations for the school/Schools. Entertain building the school and sporting facilities
downtown for city economic benefit

10/26/2019 11:20 PM

493 Student safety 10/26/2019 11:19 PM

494 Location and parking for new facilities 10/26/2019 10:31 PM

495 Timeframe to build new 10/26/2019 10:10 PM

496 What is the timetable of making these changes? 10/26/2019 9:04 PM

497 Time frames and structure 10/26/2019 7:34 PM

498 Have you considered the uproar of closing buildings amongst the community? This will cause
turmoil and you won’t have support of community like you want.

10/26/2019 7:11 PM

499 Where would the new schools be located? 10/26/2019 6:16 PM

500 Financial - long term 10/26/2019 5:44 PM

501 If the community decides to stick with three high schools, or a new high school and renovate
Central, will theater and performing music ensemble spaces be upgraded?

10/26/2019 5:42 PM

502 Why don’t we close middle schools and move the 7th to grade schk and 8 to high school 10/26/2019 4:21 PM

503 Where would the new school be built? 10/26/2019 3:43 PM

504 unknown 10/26/2019 3:37 PM

505 I prefer a 9th grade center (for transition purposes) and 1 new high school (for community unity). I
would also like to see a possible 6th grade center for transition and since our middle schools aren't
big enough for the 6-8 model. Can we use current buildings for the 9th grade center and later a 6th
grade center?

10/26/2019 3:23 PM

506 na 10/26/2019 3:17 PM

507 Historic neighborhood schools contribute to strong neighborhoods. There are plenty of places to
live with huge, centralized schools.

10/26/2019 2:19 PM

508 Who is behind drastic changes rather than update the facilities we have? The school is no more
than a building. It is what is in and what goes on inside that is important. That is where the school
board should be focusing. Less administrators and better paid and qualified teachers.. that is what
will help students.

10/26/2019 2:12 PM

509 Where would New schools be located 10/26/2019 2:01 PM

510 I want to know why you are taking students from Benton in at least one of these options and giving
Lafayette more students? Why are you not trying to make sure the numbers within the two smaller
schools are t equally distributed. I care about all of these schools and our community. The
success of our students should be the most important factor. I don’t think this will happen with the
way these numbers are being distributed. It’s very disappointing if our student success isn’t the
number one priority. We are not KC and we should not compare ourselves to it. A lot of alumni are
moving outside of town for smaller communities because they want the small community with less
behaviors and crime. If they want a school like KC they move closer to the city.

10/26/2019 1:30 PM

511 Funding to complete any concept. 10/26/2019 1:25 PM

512 What will be done with current schools if 1 new school is built. Will it just be closed and allowed to
deteriorate? Which then would be wasting tax dollars already spent.

10/26/2019 1:06 PM
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513 Completion time 10/26/2019 12:52 PM

514 Nothing has been mentioned about boundries. How will this city be divided is a very important
question that needs to be answered.

10/26/2019 12:35 PM

515 How will the new school decisions impact he local communities around the school and the ability
for students to be able to participate in activities

10/26/2019 12:10 PM

516 Location of new facilities 10/26/2019 11:55 AM

517 There are many concerns about one mega high school, so pursuing two high schools I feel could
alleviate many of those concerns while providing modern efficient facilities for our kids. Would it be
possible to combine Concept C and Concept B? For example, in the literature it says building two
new schools would, understandably, take many years to achieve. Could we move to Central and a
new school first, possibly make Benton and Lafayette middle schools, turn Spring Garden into an
elementary school, etc. And then move to two new schools down the line? That way both sides of
town have new facilities, it just may take awhile for us to get there. St Joseph will need to go
through some growing pains to get us to where we need to be! But it is worth it for our kids and our
community.

10/26/2019 11:27 AM

518 None 10/26/2019 10:56 AM

519 If you build one high school the students will suffer. My child already struggles with learning
because the classes are so crowded. Then sports will suffer because of you are not enrolled in
mega or some other gymnastics program you will not make a cheer or poms squad at Bode or
Central. At least with Benton and Lafayette the kids have the opportunity to do these activities.
When combined the kids will suffer because many will not be able to play sports due to to many
already on the teams. So all this will lead to is now children dropping out and even more
depression because they feel they aren’t good enough. As a parent with a child that tried to do self
harm because they felt they weren’t good enough or smart enough you are making a huge
mistake. Stop saying it is for the kids it is far from that . Pay the teaching staff this money and fix
the schools we have . Stop trying to cram already crowded classrooms where the kids struggle
like now. Most of the high school kids working now can’t even count change back and many I see
can’t even spell.

10/26/2019 10:41 AM

520 I believe families in the north and south ends will find significant problems getting kids to and from
school during the harsh winter months which will cause many days of school closures hindering
academics with a single high school. I also believe there is a large financial burden to running the
busses over longer distances with the current fleet. Lastly the city has notoriously segregated all
areas the current high schools are located by not equally supporting the communities in the north
and south sides of the city to improve growth and tourism funds. The south end has a historical
gem in Lake Contrary but the city doesn't support it. The city has done nothing but support
community segregation for the past 70 years so why would the people support a single high
school or the closure of their existing schools now? I don't think the SJSD has fully realized the
tight knit mentality of the south end community due to all these factors not to mention the SJSD
has already closed an elementary school in the south end giving the community the mindset that
the city is trying to destroy the sense of community. Wakeup! First you renovate your existing
assets to show love then in 20 years you build new high schools in the existing communities of
and only if the city has shown love to the north and south end communities with their decision
making

10/26/2019 10:22 AM

521 How would 1 high school benefit our kids? 10/26/2019 10:20 AM

522 How do athletics factor into the 9th grade facility? Can a 9th grader play varsity for the 10-12th
grade school?

10/26/2019 10:02 AM

523 None. Build one new high school. Unify St. Joe 10/26/2019 10:02 AM

524 Proposed school site/bus routes 10/26/2019 10:01 AM

525 Why can’t we renovate the school we have? 10/26/2019 9:56 AM

526 Continue to remain cognizant of the importance and history of who we are as a community. 10/26/2019 9:55 AM

527 Impact on neighborhood communities 10/26/2019 9:53 AM

528 Are people going to get to vote as a community besides this survey or are they just going to take
action based on the survey?

10/26/2019 9:51 AM

529 Attendance bpundaries 10/26/2019 9:37 AM
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530 What would happen to the current schools would they be used for? 10/26/2019 9:36 AM

531 When this is all done whether it one or two high school what schools will actually close. And if we
still have to keep these older building open how much are we actually saving

10/26/2019 9:34 AM

532 It doent matter what the rest of the city want's you're going to focus on Central, always have,
always will.

10/26/2019 9:14 AM

533 If we keep the current high schools, we need to draw boundaries and revisit boundaries. Students
need to attend the school of the area they live in.

10/26/2019 9:01 AM

534 The new 9th grade center 10/26/2019 8:55 AM

535 I would like to know more pros and cons of 1 new high school in regards to academics. 10/26/2019 8:53 AM

536 Why would we shut down all three high schools and build one? 10/26/2019 8:35 AM

537 Would high schools continue to allow for a choice of which school to attend, as long as
independent transportation is available? Will new high schools be specialized (I.e. academic focus
area - more focus in trade careers, science/technology, etc.)

10/26/2019 8:32 AM

538 Teachers anonymous opinions, without others judging their opinions. 10/26/2019 8:21 AM

539 ? 10/26/2019 8:18 AM

540 If the schools are shut down wont a lot of teachers lose their jobs? 10/26/2019 8:12 AM

541 How would one major high school provide safety and determime scholarships and extra curriculars
in an efficient way?

10/26/2019 8:11 AM

542 Exact benefits to be gained for students with one or two high schools 10/26/2019 8:08 AM

543 What is the need for 2 new schools when you can renovate the ones that already exist 10/26/2019 8:03 AM

544 Why are u closing down high schools just to build new ones? 10/26/2019 8:02 AM

545 I was confused about what you're planning for Hillyard by adding 600 students? Is that where the
9th grade would be??

10/26/2019 7:50 AM

546 Something needs to be done and I feel like we're on the right track 10/26/2019 7:41 AM

547 Why do we have to make changes? 10/26/2019 7:29 AM

548 If all 3 high schools are renovated, will there be any money to renovate middle schools? 10/26/2019 7:28 AM

549 How the students academics will be placed first when they’re going to a more populated school
where they can easily get lost in the crowd?

10/26/2019 7:13 AM

550 I think keeping all 3 high schools is the best. 10/26/2019 6:39 AM

551 How would you renovate existing high schools and not interrupt the children learning? 10/26/2019 6:35 AM

552 How can we save money by investing in energy efficient school building plans. Oak Grove and
Carden park were built more for looks than function or energy conservation.

10/26/2019 6:25 AM

553 None 10/26/2019 6:14 AM

554 None. 10/26/2019 6:11 AM

555 improving performing arts and STEM 10/26/2019 5:59 AM

556 I thinks it’s funny that a couple years ago money was stolen, activities where cut and still being cut
from our students. But now, let’s build a new mega school for Central students and uproot, move,
relocate Benton and Lafayette students and give them Central leftovers with a fresh coat of paint!!
No!! Stop the bullshit!

10/26/2019 2:24 AM

557 What is the future of the middle schools? I feel like we have settled on elem. And we r talking
about high schools and this touched on some middle school option but not in detail....I feel they
could get lost in it all and forgotten.

10/25/2019 11:46 PM

558 Boundary lines on a two high school concept 10/25/2019 11:32 PM

559 N.a. 10/25/2019 11:23 PM

560 Renovation of all high schools 10/25/2019 10:42 PM

561 Increased pay for staff 10/25/2019 10:06 PM
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562 Student to teacher ratio and on site counselors. 10/25/2019 9:41 PM

563 Use of existing buildings, if new ones are built. 10/25/2019 9:30 PM

564 Proposed locations of buildings 10/25/2019 9:05 PM

565 Will this provide more extra curricular activities? Will class sizes new bigger? 10/25/2019 8:50 PM

566 How many kids will be in each class for just one high school and will it hurt the kids learning? 10/25/2019 8:17 PM

567 Where would the potential sites be for building the new high schools? Locations can be a huge
factor. Also....how can we include Hillyard as an option when it ng is being bought out by a
community college?

10/25/2019 8:02 PM

568 Having transferred from a smaller elementary school in district to one of the largest, size of a
campus greatly impacts both student success and teacher success. If we want to avoid adding to
the already increasing teacher turnover rate this may be something to consider.

10/25/2019 7:55 PM

569 Why are high schools at the top of the list? Why aren’t we addressing overcrowded in elementary
schools and preschools first?

10/25/2019 7:53 PM

570 What's the real motive? What is the real push on a one high school or a two high school concept? 10/25/2019 7:45 PM

571 How much money total are you asking for from the community? 10/25/2019 7:23 PM

572 Financial impacts 10/25/2019 7:22 PM

573 Class size & opportunities at one building vs. 2 buildings 10/25/2019 7:06 PM

574 Time frames 10/25/2019 6:57 PM

575 Boundary lines...where are they? What would they be. 10/25/2019 6:54 PM

576 New 9th grade facility and 10th-12 gradew 10/25/2019 6:24 PM

577 How much do we expect the number of students to grow over the next decade? 10/25/2019 6:24 PM

578 none 10/25/2019 6:10 PM

579 If a new high school is built, a lot of (stubborn) diehard south/north siders will be put off and will
probably want to leave the district. How will you prove to those people that they should stay and
make them believe there needs to be a change for the good of all of the current and future
students?

10/25/2019 5:56 PM

580 Will any of these concepts actually help the teachers in the classrooms? My children, currently in
middle school and high school, frequently say too much time is spent dealing with behaviors. New
buildings won’t help with that issue.

10/25/2019 5:52 PM

581 Isn't the city going to have to get more buses for most of these ideas? 10/25/2019 5:48 PM

582 No comments at this time 10/25/2019 5:42 PM

583 Why do we have to make such a hasty decision when our community just passed a levy and
starting to gain trust again. It would be a disappointment and disadvantage to our district

10/25/2019 5:37 PM

584 none 10/25/2019 5:35 PM

585 Free meals for all students. Some families can't afford lunch and no kid should go hungry 10/25/2019 5:26 PM

586 I would like to know what the athletic facility plan would be with the different scenarios. 10/25/2019 5:25 PM

587 Overall costs of each concept & future annual maintenance of each 10/25/2019 5:24 PM

588 Where does Hillyard fit into the discussion? 10/25/2019 5:22 PM

589 Why do you want to build a giant school? How will that help students succeed? 10/25/2019 5:09 PM

590 Where would the new high schools be located? 10/25/2019 4:56 PM

591 Leave the high schools alone. We all have personal memories and they are all convenient to get to 10/25/2019 4:51 PM

592 Which model would best encourage student activity and participation in school life/culture? 10/25/2019 4:43 PM

593 How to bring awareness to community members about the correlation between education and the
persistent spiral of violence and drugs that our community is dealing with now.

10/25/2019 4:38 PM
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594 I believe our school district would benefit from having an early childhood center for all preschool
programs.

10/25/2019 4:18 PM

595 Where would these high schools be located? 10/25/2019 4:12 PM

596 Bus routing? 10/25/2019 4:08 PM

597 Have reviews of other districts that have combined schools to save money been done? 10/25/2019 4:01 PM

598 I would like to see us keep at least two high schoools open. I think a MEGA high school loses the
personal touch and relationships that we have worked hard to establish.

10/25/2019 3:52 PM

599 If we were to renovate the current schools, how are we going to meet the needs of our Fine Arts
programs? Lafayette's auditorium is digusting and the band room at LHS does not support the
students in the program; it is too small!

10/25/2019 3:45 PM

600 how the lines will be redrawn and the actual timeline of the process 10/25/2019 3:42 PM

601 How realistic is it that the community will support a bond initiative? 10/25/2019 3:28 PM

602 The plan to renovate the schools is estimated to cost almost half as much as some other options.
If an equivalent amount was spent on renovation, could many of the "cons" in the renovation plan
be eliminated?

10/25/2019 3:25 PM

603 Retention of teachers to the high school level - Teachers stay at the school because they are
proud of the school they teach at. We need these teachers to stay. What does Lafayette teachers
and Benton teachers say? Especially those who are alumni that went back to teach at the school
that shaped them? Which board members and downtown administrators graduated from one of the
Saint Joseph schools?

10/25/2019 3:20 PM

604 Explain more what expanding Hillyards would look like. 10/25/2019 3:16 PM

605 How will these concepts affect teacher's jobs? 10/25/2019 3:08 PM

606 None 10/25/2019 3:06 PM
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Concept A (New Single High School) 
 

Concept A: Meeting Feedback 
 

§ Not voting for more money to build new schools 
§ The concept of unifying St. Joe with one high school sounds fabulous. Transportation 

could be a huge issue. Where does Webster and various programs housed there stand? 
§ I’ve been in a mega school (5,000 students). Athletics was more competitive and less got 

to play. Class sizes were larger — less personal attention. Cliques became more evident. 
Security and gang violence increased. Educational material was also better. More 
performing arts activities. 

§ I worry about opportunities for our kids to participate in ALL extracurricular activities. 
§ I am concerned that fewer students will have the chance to shine in performing arts and 

athletics as we reduce from 3 to 1 of everything. 
§ Many of our kids come to school because of opportunity to belong to things. With one 

school, there will be less opportunity to participate if you aren’t the best. Fear of impact 
on scholarship opportunities due to less involvement. 

§ If our community ever grows again and we exceed 3000 students what will we do or what 
could be planned? 

§ I am looking at a high school with a population of 2600 in ‘19-‘20 that shrinks by 2040, 
and what you will do with that space. 

§ Concern that students would have less opportunity for extra curricular  
§ Definitely want to know more about how activities, clubs would be structured. Arts, etc. 

Time for change, so support change!!! 
§ Concern that if a student needs a smaller or different setting, there would be no other 

public option 
§ Challenge: team sports would go from three teams to one team (not fair). Same with 

choir, band, etc. 
§ So we lose Jamboree that brings in a lot of money for these schools. Too many kids in 

one school. 
§ This high school would be too big and close out some opportunities for kids 
§ Where does A+ program go? 
§ Buy the mall for $75 million. Remodel for $60 million. Save $51 million. 
§ This is too many kids in one school 
§ 900 kids per class is the exact opposite of DOE standards and would require another 

school to be constructed and classes split within 5 years. 
§ I would be concerned it would be hard to make connections with students. Students 

would get lost in the shuffle. Just a #. 
§ Like this idea if there is also a building to serve gifted, technical, alternative programs, 

etc. 
§ Worst Plan. This is too large. 
§ Bigger is not the best. Research shows that achievement levels go down. Concern about 

safety and other things within the school, such as bullying, drugs, fights. I believe it will 
get worse. 
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§ No local schools for teams to compete against 
§ Sports participation opportunities will be limited 
§ Con: No equity. Too many kids, less opportunity. 
§ Con: Too many kids in one building opening us up for more bullying issues 
§ Community pride south side—north side. Will lose sense of identity and belonging. 
§ I don’t think St. Joseph is ready for a mega school. 
§ No mega school for my kid. We’d likely look for other options. 
§ Students have lost opportunities to “belong” in clubs/sports 
§ Bigger is not better. Losing the “hometown” feeling. Too many emotionally challenged 

students and families. 
§ We build a new high school. Then enrollment continues to drop. Now we have less 

students in one big building. Back to square one. 
§ Small town. Small schools.  
§ Too big. 
§ Too many kids, not enough opportunity for sports, arts, music 
§ More research needed if few comparable and none in Missouri  
§ Kids would get lost in the shuffle. There are only so many spots on sports teams, so many 

roles in plays. Too many kids wouldn’t be able to do extra curriculars. 
§ Building a new high school will more than likely take about 2-4 years, and be costly, 

therefore money will be needed from taxpayers and not a lot of extracurriculars for 
students. 

§ What is the “predicted” cost per student at one large high school? 
§ Any alternative high school? 
§ If bonding capacity alone does not support this plan, how is it financed? 
§ There are costs missing — thinking of music. How many rehearsal halls? With a band of 

200, orchestra of 150 and choir classes, we will need at least four halls plus equipment. 
How would this be different than two buildings? 

§ In 2040, everyone is now at Savannah or Mid-Buch to avoid one “big” high school (i.e. 
Joplin) 

§ Or East Buchanan, Maysville, Dearborn, Osborn?? 
§ If you had one high school or middle school how would you teach approximately 3000 

kids a class (ex. English) 30 to a room = 10 rooms. How many teachers would you have 
(10?) or how would for example 5 English teachers grade 60 papers if each taught two 
classes. It would be overwhelming. 

§ I think it would be irresponsible to be the “first” community to spearhead this in one state 
when we are already lacking general public support. I don’t think we are in a position to 
be the “example.” 

§ I think this is what the “business” community thinks is best, but actual educators would 
disagree. With the amount of poverty, students with special needs, kids will fall through 
the cracks with this big of a student population. 

§ With one large school there is the greater potential for students to fall through the cracks 
§ Students will not get the one-on-one attention needed. This is a NO! 
§ Would this lead to a lower opportunity for students to participate in 

sports/extracurriculars? 
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§ Schools can’t be run like a business. Money isn’t the bottom line. What is best for kids is. 
This isn’t that. 

§ Why consolidate schools when suburban KC schools are splitting to alleviate 
overcrowding? 

§ Student achievement will drop 
§ Won’t get community support 
§ District should be student-centered, NOT business centered. 
§ Students will not be recognized by staff. Low achieving students continue to fall behind.  
§ I am concerned about way less opportunities for a student to be involved in sports or 

things like the all-school musical. Activities like those are so important for students at 
this age. They offer many positives to their lives and a sense of school community. One 
large high school could make that very challenging. Many kids will get lost in the crowd. 

§ Our large “at-risk” student population needs to have access to school extracurricular 
opportunities  

§ This is business driven, not what is best for students 
§ Where will this new high school be located? 
§ We currently have kids three to a seat on buses at secondary level. Imagine spending 

MORE time on the bus. Not safe. 
§ Travel time will be extended for bus riders. Kids already spend extended times on the bus 

as is.  
§ Too big 
§ Need extracurricular rec league since sports will be limited 
§ One of the largest schools in the area 
§ Statistics show smaller schools—more successful students 
§ Too large. Student alienation. Social problems.  
§ No data supports that this would increase student achievement.  
§ People will move to Savannah or Gower 
§ Will kids feel anyone knows their names or them? 
§ [Heart] 
§ This is the best idea!! 
§ Alternative high school center is crucial for one high school for behaviors.  
§ Lack of opportunities for students  
§ Who would they compete with? 
§ Large size 
§ Opportunities for students in extracurriculars dramatically reduced. Likely graduation 

rate down. 
§ Classes too big. No positive opportunities. 
§ How would sports teams be split up? They would be playing against their own! 
§ Too big to learn 
§ Too big 
§ Opportunity to bring entire town together. No more North/South. No more rich/poor. No 

more advantage/disadvantage. One single community focus! 
§ Opportunity: Great facilities for our kids—it won’t be embarrassing to host 
§ Children getting lost finding the proper class they need. They will walk out and do wrong 

choices (drugs/smoking) because it’s easier to leave than search. 
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§ The demographic of St. Joe is not suited for a school this big 
§ Extra curriculars become more competitive, which may discourage some kids. Where 

would it be located? I like the idea of being united. -BHS Student 
§ Student safety 
§ Smaller school attraction as opposed to mega school in larger cities 
§ Concerned about some kids getting lost in the shuffle. Not good enough to make sports 

team that they currently play and making poor life decisions due to free time/no sports. 
§ Columbine had 3000 kids 
§ Sports would decrease in popularity. Bus times would increase. 
§ If St. Joe would have had one high school, we would have lived somewhere else. Even if 

new school.  
§ Challenge: Getting citizens of St. Joseph to put bias and heritage aside and come together 

as one community. 
 

Concept A: Online Feedback 
 

§ Bussing would be a nightmare and kids would lose out on spots for sports and fine arts. 
§ I like the idea of one new school, but worry that it would be too big and have too many 

students which would ultimately affect their academic success and the participation of 
anyone who would want to participate in an extracurricular activity. 

§ Yes ! ! !  . . Concept A: New Single High School Yes ! ! ! . . . 
§ For that many students [3,000+] you need something like a college campus than 1 

building. 
§ Limit concept to one sentence seriously - you want feedback but you limit us - cost 

savings = how many lost jobs (teachers, support staff, but prob not admin) - all kids will 
not have same opps as some will lose ability to participate in extracurricular activities - 
hs are not usable now and outdated but somehow building a new mega hs will make those 
buildings ok to stick middle schoolers in (whoa) - $186 million really and how long will 
it take to recoup that cost - losing heritage and history - students lose identity and become 
a number - what about the size of the campus - mowest has 5300 students you want 3000 
students in one building seriously - what would the operating costs of a campus that size 
entail - statements made by admin that students are leaving st joseph due to no air 
conditioning and shape of schools is ridiculous - people are leaving st joseph cause of the 
crime - crime is up due to lack of sufficient education - education is slacking due to 
making it a business - cut down on overhead in downtown office - get back to basic 
education and stop the frills 

§ I grew up in Jersey where I had a graduating class of 854 people. But we had one massive 
building.  Probably the size of a small college campus.  With that being said it provided a 
lot more opportunities because there are more kids in one building and more teachers to 
provided a lot of extracurricular activities like a horseback riding and a swim club. Also  
When I wanted to meet with friends to study was a lot more options of people to choose 
from instead of maybe 50 kids in a graduating class at a small high school I had probably 
closer to 200 friends or classmates that I could try and call and meet up with for a study 
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session. I loved having one giant high school. Everything happened all in one place and it 
was all centralized. I had an opportunity to make more/new friends. 

§ This is too much for this town. It's hard enough to get the community to support our 
schools. We already have one sprawling learning campus in this town and it's called 
Missouri Western State University! I cannot imagine our middle school students going 
from a campus of 3- or 4- or 500 students to a campus of 3000! A 14 or 15 year old is not 
ready for this. 

§ One school limits student opportunities. While the inept district will find it easier to run 
one big school the city benefits little. New doesn’t mean better. 

§ This is a terrible idea mainly because of gang activity. Currently, hangs are spread out 
and that helps to keep the peace. Put all of these people in one place and there will be 
nothing but trouble. This is a proven fact. 

§ I am not for this option for various reasons.  I believe that this is too big of a school and 
students will get lost, not just because of the size but because of the amount of students in 
the school.  The relationship between a student and an educator will be lost.  Our 
teenagers have enough problems with social engagement and communication that they 
don't need to be "left out" by their own school community.  Also, Columbine and 
Parkland were Mega Schools and they both had an active shooter that killed or injured 
many people.  This town crime rate is increasing and it is possible that we could have an 
attack at the school level. 

§ I think one mega high school is an absolute horrible idea because as an alumni I know 
that having one school for the city limits opportunities for students to be involved in 
activities because of the increased number of this trying out and limited spots 

§ "I believe the impact by 2040, could be increase business growth as well as population 
growth. 

§ Your biggest challenge will be getting the voters to approve." 
§ It all depends on location. If we are trying to do what is best for St. Joseph in the next 50 

years, this facility needs to be built where all have access and in an area we need to build 
and sustain growth... That location is downtown. 

§ The enrollment too large; there are no other school in Missouri owner 2500 student. We 
would not qualify for any MSHSAA activities 500 students is too great an advantage in 
competitions 

§ I love that this concept assures the same class choices, etc for ALL students regardless of 
zip code. 

§ One challenge with this concept is that many students would be better served in a smaller 
school environment and one opportunity is that SJSD would be able to consolidate 
services for programs like ESOL and SPED. 

§ I worry about opportunities for students becoming so limited. If all students are in one 
building the chance to play sports, be in plays, compete on academic teams and 
participate in student council (etc...) become nearly impossible for most students. And for 
many, those activities are what keep them in school and out of trouble in the first place. I 
also worry about the impact it would have on scholarship and financial aid availability. I 
love the idea of uniting this community, I really do. But who would the schools even 
compete against in sports and competitions if the closest buildings that size are in Texas 
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and Illinois? As a mother and educator I hate the idea of so many students getting lost in 
the crowd. 

§ "I am completely against building one high school. Increasing the size of the school will 
provide more chances for students to fall through the cracks, erode existing neighborhood 
pride in the current high schools and involve many logistical challenges such as buses, 
using fields for sports, etc.  

§ Keep the current schools. They are the heart of their neighborhoods. If they are done 
away with the neighborhoods will continue to crumble." 

§ One high school with an enrollment of 3200 students is too big.  Many student/athletes 
would not be given the opportunity to compete in Inter-scholastic athletics.  Many 
professional studies have show that the optimum size for a high school for optimal 
learning to take place is 600- 900 students. St. Joseph School District has 70% 
free/reduced which means the majority of the students would function better in a smaller 
more personalized setting. 

§ Cost is too high, bond doesn't support it. 
§ IDK 
§ I think bringing all the high school together will help St Joseph a lot 
§ I think they should make one new one and abolish all the old high-schools because they 

are all like a hundred years plus old and central has asbestos in the walls 
§ This would be a great idea, because of, people would stop wanting to transfer schools, if 

they're only one High School, it would be better for the District, if 3,000 Students are at 
one school, any have a wonderful time! 

§ I love the idea of unifying St. Joseph under one alma mater, but honestly the idea of a 
single enormous high school campus scares me!  Sheer size is just plain intimidating, of 
course.  But also considering the world we live in, keeping the area secure is on 
everyone's minds.  And with terrorist attacks and school shootings all over the news, the 
thought of having "all our eggs in one basket" so to speak, is a little terrifying. 

§ This seems like a recipe for disaster too many students and too much potential for 
violence. 

§ Not in favor as this limits opportunities for student involvement in a variety of activities 
as students would have to specialize in 1 activity just to be able to participate. 

§ I feel that this option would not allow as many opportunities for as many students to 
experience all that is offered, "plays, choirs, athletics". Students will fall through and not 
ever get to truly experience a sense of belonging. 

§ One school is exactly what SJSD needs.  One strong, new modern showcase school 
everyone in town can be proud of.  If you do not believe this, or have any doubts go 
check out Staley or Lee's Summit West or North, or Liberty North and see how amazing 
it could be.  Everyone in town could rally around and encourage their fellow neighbors.  
The only challenge I could envision is a lack of planning or further stagnation by the tax 
base. 

§ great idea.. put all the thugs in one location, add more teachers and more resource 
officers. a hairbrained idea at best 

§ To many kids in one school, I can see a traumatic event that would disrupt the entire 
community. 
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§ To do this more will be bussed further and we will have empty buildings to be sold cheep 
or not at all. 

§ I believe this concept although interesting would be the wrong choice for the St. Joseph 
School District and the students we serve, it is just too large and will limit student 
involvement in activities. 

§ While the consolidation into one efficient facility, state-of-art facility would be great, 
current research reveals that this size of school is too big, possibly allowing students to 
'slip through the cracks'. 

§ Too many students at one facility! 
§ This is my favorite option because it deals with any lingering sentiments over keeping 

one of the current high schools open, while providing a new state-of-the-art facility for a 
students for years to come. 

§ Not the best ideal 
§ Not the best ideal 
§ I think smaller schools are a better solution.  I realize there it costs more to run more 

schools.  Too big!  Too expensive! 
§ One high school is a very, very bad idea. 
§ One high school is not conceivable considering the number of students and staff in one 

building and the importance of relationships. 
§ This concept provides an avenue for the unity that St. Joseph has been lacking.  It takes 

the schools out of the "have and have nots" that plague our climate. 
§ Severely limits student participation in sports and other activities. 
§ Transportation 
§ To large for anyone to find success.  Our kids would become lost in this environment.  

No research data suggests this concept would help anything relative to improving school. 
§ This just seems like too many students at one school and not enough examples of it 

working in other places to make me feel comfortable with it. 
§ One giant school idea is not suitable for Saint Joseph, MO.  All of the students, 9-12 

grades, go to one giant "MEGA SCHOOL"?  Saint Joseph isn't a "mega school" 
community. We have supported our three high schools and tech center, quite well for 
decades.  Why shake that up?  Not to mention the cost. 195 Million??? That is just an 
estimate too. This is a spit in the face to our community and area heritage.  There are 
better options. 
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Concept B (Two New High Schools) 
 

Concept B: Meeting Feedback 
 

§ With money that would be spent to build two new, we could greatly improve what we 
have! 

§ This will reduce the amount of divide the current city has between the “haves” and “have 
nots.” New school for ALL means new and equal opportunities for ALL 

§ Very divisive for community. Old boundaries, new boundaries. 
§ Boundary lines will be divisive. Will they be enforced? 
§ Is $95 million with performing arts and athletic facilities? 
§ Of all presented options, this is the best 
§ How is it a significant up-front investment to create duplicate resources and services 

going from three current locations to two? 
§ Cost? How would you split the city? 
§ This option is a fresh start. Allows for more opportunities for kids. 
§ Will these buildings still be safely standing, like the older standing schools? 
§ Improving school performance. Paying for two new schools.  
§ How would the redistricting work? It’s a fresh start and the across town rivalry will still 

be there. Feel as if this is a good option. 
§ Best option. Do one school at a time. 
§ More involvement/opportunities in this concept. Less chance of students being lost in the 

shuffle by not being able to participate in extracurricular activity. Two new schools = 
new to all students. 

§ This is the best option of the choices. 
§ Best size option. North and south could use one athletic field for both schools. 
§ Feel this is best option. Size not as prohibitive. 
§ Will these new buildings be built sturdy and safe for our kids? These schools need to be 

able to withstand an active shooter.  
§ Shared athletic facilities to not work! 
§ Since athletics is mentioned a lot, this would help Central, who is outmatched in their 

conference in many sports, be more competitive. It would also allow Lafayette and 
Benton, who struggle to fill three teams in as many sports, have teams for all three levels. 
A win for all. Plus, everyone gets a new building. Boundaries would need to be closed, 
and I would support one athletic shared with both schools. 

§ How are “online courses” a fit for all students who want a hands-on teacher? 
§ If the 2nd building exceeds bonding, then where do we find the money? 
§ Opportunity to combine advanced classes if both new schools are geographically close 

enough to each other. 
§ Or we go to online course offerings for those higher-level courses 
§ Not enough funds 
§ This would be the best idea depending on how you split! 
§ With the cost fuel now and the necessity to bus more kids the economic gain would be 

1/4 of the projected total 
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§ Pro — over the one building option (Concept A) is there would be a 2nd public option for 
a student who needed smaller or different setting 

§ Where are the school sites to be located? 
§ Where does the A+ program go? 
§ This is a good option. Difficult to have only one new one, would seem unfair. 
§ I like the idea of two high schools and having two new MS locations to relieve the stress 

on the current over-capacity MS sites. 
§ Pro over Concept A = more option for extra curricular  
§ Where do you divide? Split Central? At Frederick? 
§ How will you decide who gets the first school? We have three communities now. 
§ If renovating middle schools is the future, what is that cost? Is that figured in? What are 

the plans for that? 
§ 2 New Schools! Ask the students! Haven’t heard any students say they don’t want a new 

school and are fine combining! 
§ This is my favorite as I think one high school would be too big. We need curb appeal. 
§ More time on bus. Less kids get to play sports and other programs. 
§ Best Option. New schools for all kids with 1st class facilities and no holdover feelings 

from north side, south side, east side, etc. 
§ I believe this would be the best option! Transportation would be easier!! A lot less chance 

for chaos among students, teachers, and parents. 
§ We are not utilizing the resources we have by building two new high schools.  
§ Open enrollment choice between schools? 
§ This plan is a little bit more reasonable. But I still see major issues with team sizes and 

transportation for people outside the main area of town.  
§ Best Option 
§ More money needed. More time than A. 
§ Best but how long before complete? 
§ Where? 
§ I like this idea in that it’s all new smaller with two schools and not one big one. More 

opportunities in extracurricular. 
§ Challenge — How to divide the students equally into two buildings?  
§ What happens to the existing buildings? We don’t need any more rentals! 
§ Business brings people with kids to community. Schools become ghost towns. 
§ Where are the better opportunities our kids will receive with this plan?  
§ Where to build? Unknown at this time. 

 
 

Concept B: Online Feedback 
 

§ This seems the most practical allowing kids to have more opportunities. 
§ I think two new schools would benefit our community better because the number of 

students in each would be smaller than having one large school.  I think that would 
provide better opportunities for academic success and participation in extracurricular 
activities for the students. 

§ Concept A: New Single High School 
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§ Again one sentence – don’t want much feedback do you - you list diverse student needs 
will be met as if they are not met now - there is either an educated student or a non-
educated student that's the real diversity right now - again hs are not good enough to 
maintain but build two more and we can stick mid schoolers in those buildings and they 
are suddenly ok for them - you list more involvement opps after stating in the one high 
school idea that kids will have equal opps - sounds like talking out of both sides of mouth 
- timeline of 7-13 years so what could happen in those years, decline, pop boom, new 
admin with new ideas, more changes negating the real purpose of education, out of date 
ideas due to other changes in technology and living - this cost is more than one high 
school and way too much for our community - and in what way do you think two new 
high schools can "reclaim heritage"?????? Come on. 

§ No need for two new schools. Thousands of schools across the country are old and 
getting renovated so they keep the current land and history and still are equipped for the 
needs of today. 

§ I would like for this plan to move forward for the students and the city, I feel that the 
students and the city would benefit.  Less number of students in the buildings but yet still 
having the opportunities for all students to excel in whatever they want. 

§ Two high schools will still hold traditions of friendly competitions and allow students to 
feel accepted (not displaced) in the community as a whole. 

§ Our town is not evenly dispersed economically. Drawing a boundary will be hard. 
§ Larger class sizes may be an issue, my only thing as long as they can learn and have the 

devoted time to be able to then fine. But I don’t want my kids to come out barely 
knowing anything then attending college to only drop out. 

§ Money is not the priority here. This would be in line to meet the needs of all the diverse 
student nuts. Fewer student nuts will be left out. F oppoities.to participate in all activities. 

§ It does not limit opportunities for staff and students as much as in a one high school 
option 

§ I worry that this concept will still lead to inequities between the two schools. 
§ The main challenge I see could be mitigated by designating one of the schools as an 

ESOL center (ACCESS scores 1.0-3.0). 
§ Although expensive and time consuming, it seems to make the most sense to me. 

Everyone gets new and the student population is way more manageable and appropriate 
for this region. 

§ There is no simple answer. We need to get our schools up to date for our kids future. By 
going to two or one high school, more kids will not be able to play sports. New 
boundaries need to be set to balance out the number of students in each school. 

§ New environments and it will be better for kids in the future. 
§ Way too costly.  7-13 years.  Why are we even considering this? 
§ New school 
§ This plan would be more likely to allow for equal opportunities and provide a ugly 

modern building for those in a futuristic mode. 
§ This seems like a better option than one school but the location is going to be your 

biggest issue. 
§ Best choice for the district, community and city moving forward. 
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§ I am mixed on how I feel, I would love students to have more updated facilities, but the 
reality this town will see it as a growth necessary for the future will not allow. As well as 
the fact that who decides who goes where? 

§ I am changing my views on this, if the town would see the opportunities this would allow 
our students, this is a way I lean to. 

§ new buildings will not substantially improve grades. take away cell phones, and any other 
distractions. kick out those who do not WANT to learn 

§ I believe this is the best of the given concepts since it would create new facilities that are 
not outdated and in dire need. 

§ If it were not for the cost issue of this development this would be the ideal plan, and 
would allow the residents and students to build new traditions in an optimum learning 
environment. 

§ No need to eliminate central! Just needs renovated along with the other two schools. 
§ If you foresee declining enrollment, why would you spend the money to build two new 

high schools knowing that one may become unnecessary down the road? 
§ Having two new schools will be less upkeep costs, things will be up to date, and there 

will be one less high school to pay for. 
§ No 
§ No.  Too expensive, too far away for a solution.  Even kids in school now will not see 

these schools! 
§ No. 
§ 2 high schools would significantly reduce the number of opportunities for students in 

extracurricular activities as well as hinder the ability to develop relationships where 
students feel valued and important. 

§ I like the concept the best.  I am not worried about the timeline.  I do worry about 
placement and making sure the boundaries are drawn in a way that both schools draw 
from economically diverse communities. 

§ The boundary needs to be a fair split running east-west to separate north-south so as not 
to have a rich part of town school and a poor part of town school. 

§ We might be able to get the community on board with this idea.  The idea of new and 
shiny is important to our kids.  My question would be will new and shiny include the 
necessary improvements that we currently don't have. 
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Concept C (Build New HS & Renovate Central) 
 

Concept C: Meeting Feedback 
 

§ It is not cost effective to renovate a building as old as Central 
§ Mentor/relationships suffer? 
§ Too expensive to renovate a very old school 
§ Students attending Benton and Lafayette going to the old Central building (renovated) 

and Central students getting the new building 
§ Lafayette and Benton students would feel displaced and not connected 
§ No! Absolutely not! 
§ Everyone would want to go to the brand new one and you wasted money renovating 

Central 
§ Benton and Lafayette people will not go for this 
§ By redrawing boundary lines, it could possibly solve the issue of who feels like they are 

being placed in new/renovated 
§ Student/teacher relationships will be split. Students will feel disconnected. 
§ Why save Central? It’s boxed in and has no room for growth or parking? 
§ This will make deeper division in the city—close them all 
§ Challenge: Are the two high schools zoned in a way that both are diverse, not a situation 

of the “haves” and the “have nots”? 
§ Could CHS be used for more specialized programs such as gifted, experiential learning, 

etc.? Apprenticeship, professional studies? 
§ Central gets 1000 alternative students, new school gets 2000 regular ed students? 
§ Better than A! 
§ Pro over Concept A = increased opportunities for extracurricular  
§ Pro over Concept A = a second building choice if a student needs a different or smaller 

setting 
§ Who gets new school? Causes division 
§ Bad option. Central becomes “have-not” school and new one becomes upper income 

school. Politically worst likelihood at polls. 
§ Where does the A+ program go? 
§ Always want to keep Central. Benton and Lafayette will not be a good mix. 
§ My school in Arizona went from old high school remodeled and one new mega school. 

People moved to be in new school and old school got all the “rough” crowd. 
§ If we renovate Central and it being more than three months, Central kids will need to be 

split. If it takes less than three months, not a lot of renovation and renewal. Plus more 
teachers = more money to raise = less money for SJSD. 

§ How do you renovate and remain open? It will take a lot more than a summer. 
§ Central is centrally located. But this other school would have to then either go up north, 

or down south. Either way you are going to have a massive population of students with 
huge commute to school.  

§ East and west high schools = haves and have-nots 
§ None of these options are telling me what changes are on the inside! 
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Concept C: Online Feedback 
 

§ I think all SJSD students deserve to be in new buildings - if we're building new, then we 
should have new for all. 

§ Concept A: New Single High School 
§ The biggest deal here is blending the new high school with south side and north side - 

Central folk will not go for a rezoning of their district so you are going to put a school in 
to take students from all around central in a horseshoe pattern - voters won’t go for it and 
they are tired of paying money and not seeing results - Admin making statements like 
losing students due to no air conditioning and poor school buildings - people are leaving 
st joseph due to crime and relocations - but the media presentation is all typical of politics 
showing all these fancy pics of these fancy schools and not one pic of the great 
classrooms made by the love and care of our local teachers - lets get real with our ideas 
and not be so grandiose. 

§ Getting closer to an idea the people could back. 
§ There is too much pride at Benton and Lafayette for there to be one new high school and 

Central.  The school district needs to try its best to have 2 new high schools within a 
timely manner, so everyone is able to have the opportunity for new experiences in the 
new schools. 

§ What would happen to students at central until renovations are complete as central 
merges with students from the other high schools with new boarder lines? 

§ Central is landlocked. Central was built in 1931. Wherever you built a new school how 
would you draw boundary lines. South enders would have to drive a long distance unless 
you built the facility further south than Central 

§ This community will support two high schools and it will allow students to not only learn 
but to be involved in extracurricular activities to make them more well-rounded. 

§ I believe this community will struggle with supporting new for only half of the student 
population. 

§ I would support the two high school model with a new high school and re-fitting Central 
High School.  This plan would still call for two high schools that, according to studies, 
would be a bit too big for optimal learning, but two high schools with a student 
population of around 1500 makes sense.  Not as many student/athletes would lose the 
opportunity to compete in Inter-scholastic athletics. If the district decides to present this 
plan and builds a new high school, I hope they consider building it in either the north or 
south end, so those people would be more inclined to vote yes.  If the new school is built 
in the east end, my thought is that neither the north or the south enders would vote to 
support the plan. 

§ lets do it 
§ This is the best option because it is making the school with the most people bigger and it 

is giving other people another high school to choose from. 
§ Taking away 2 schools a forcing them into one will result in alot of ill feelings and 

animosity amongst the student body as a whole.  Why is it fair to build one new school 
and only renovate another. 

§ it is a good idea because it would make central more clean 
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§ With central renovated and a new high school the enrollment will go up, the lack of high 
schools with the lack of students there isn’t a variety of schools to go to. 

§ Seems most viable idea. But doesn't tell individuals what the tax burden per homeowner 
is...also what about parking st these places in all concepts presented? 

§ Not a politically good option. As w The proclivity to show preference, sets this as the 
perfect option to continue this in a new vs used  type situation. 

§ Not in favor because if we are "modernizing", then do not put money into a pre-existing 
building and have 1 building completely brand new. 

§ Then you have one nice and one not so nice. 
§ this might work but worry about the equity of one old, even though renovated and one 

new facility 
§ This will only feed into the 'have, have-not' issues the district already faces between 

Central and the other schools. 
§ Central is a great high school and could be renovated. If you make 1 new school it would 

mean less kids are able to participate in activities because of the shear volume of kids. 
This would be the best option. 

§ Why pour money into an aging facility and create the problem of community issues by 
keeping one high school? 

§ One or two high school be to many kids in them there be to much trouble in them 
§ Yes 
§ Still too expensive & don't see benefit of a "new school". 
§ No. 
§ 2 high schools would significantly increase student body and decrease strong 

relationships between students and staff where students are well known and valued. 
§ Unless you build the new building further south and renovate the old one to have the 

same state of the art facilities and separate north-south, then it would be a rich part of 
town school and a poor part of town school. 

§ Many local school district do this without any problems.  Boundaries would need to be 
fair. 

§ Central already has much of the infrastructure that I would hate to see it go to waste. 
Proper renovation would keep it competitive with another new school for less money.
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Concept D (Renovate Current High Schools) 
 

Concept D: Meeting Feedback 
 

§ Locations are great. History is strong. Just renovate to meet the best needs of all students. 
§ Will be community backed 
§ Good high school plan. Doesn’t waste current investment in those schools. 
§ Should start at elementary and middle schools. 
§ Presents an opportunity to scrap the 6/7/8 model.  
§ Most popular with community, but just kicks the can down the road. These buildings will 

need to close one day. 
§ Keep Benton and Lafayette. Do away with Central. 
§ Would be best supported. Could districts be redrawn to alleviate some of the inequities? 
§ Best idea 
§ Best option for our students! 
§ Renovations would be ideal due to new schools would not be as sturdy as existing 

schools. Our students need to feel safe, not in a flimsy building. 
§ Upper level courses with lower class numbers would be offered the opportunity to take 

those classes as one online course shared between schools 
§ Better for community development 
§ This doesn’t solve our problems 
§ Would rather spend the money on building two new State of the Art schools to better 

compete with KC schools and retain employment in St. Joe. 
§ Buildings of different population sizes (# of students) can never be equal. Need to create 

same size schools. This doesn’t help in providing this to our kids. 
§ Still have issue of open enrollment. Need to close to make it more equitable. 
§ Waste of money. What do we get? 
§ Renovations would be ongoing 
§ Yes concept D ... (Indecipherable) 
§ Academic/extracurricular activities are present? 
§ 104 million for nothing. Still same problems. 
§ Probably the same problems with millions spent 
§ Teacher/student relationships are strong 
§ Buildings are so old. I feel as if renovating would 1) take a long time and 2) wouldn’t 

change much. 
§ Smaller class size makes for a better learning environment 
§ Continuous renovations meet continuous student needs 
§ We can still have city rival games. You save money. 
§ The equal opportunities for ALL students in ALL schools is nonexistent.  Why can’t 

BHS students take a DC class? Because only four other students enrolled and the class is 
dropped. 

§ Horrible option. Old buildings in poor locations on inadequate campuses and highest 
cost/student to operate. 

§ Make Spring Garden a Jr/Sr High School. Put 6th back in elementary school. 
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§ Does not support MS and will have same discussion in a few more years 
§ Keeps kids where they want to be, and all extra activities fair with all 
§ This just put bigger band-aids to kick the can further down the road 
§ What about performing arts for all schools or accessible by all schools? 
§ Con=No solution to middle school alignment 
§ Challenge: I don’t see this as a selling point to people considering a move to St. Joe. 

Renovated does not equate to modern, up-to-date. 
§ Teacher/student ratio—better than all options 
§ Best idea yet. Keep kids where they want to be. 
§ This is the best option so the kids don’t get lost in the school mix 
§ Best concept. Property is already in place, work with what we have. 
§ Will this option allow any room for improvement? 
§ Best plan. A lot cheaper. 
§ Why 6/7/8 model? 
§ Poor economics in Joe town! Population not growing. Renovate what you have. Teachers 

teach kids, not buildings.  
§ Cheapest option. What is budget? 
§ Is this just a band aid that still puts off the inevitable? 
§ NOPE! Can’t renovate enough to compete! 
§ 100% my vote! We have three schools that are already located evenly in town. Three 

schools that almost equally break up the population. This just makes the most sense! 
§ You will never be able to build structures that are as structurally sound as we have now 
§ Allows more/continued student involvement 
§ It is pretty cheap, and we don’t need to build a whole new high school; however, we 

should renovate the middle schools as well. 
§ Best plan. There is unity where it counts most. Don’t change what’s not broke. Fix our 

schools and move on. 
§ What all does “renovate” include? Define this please. 
§ This could work but why are numbers at LHS almost as much as CHS? This would be a 

lot of work. Revamp the idea of three schools differently. 
§ Worst option in the long run. We need more modern schools. 
§ The schools are solid and good buildings. Renovate them and focus on education. Best 

Plan! 
§ Doesn’t solve the problem 

 
 

Concept D: Online Feedback 
 

§ We need new school buildings and learning spaces to keep up with the future needs of 
our student's education. 

§ I think that all three high schools need to stay.  One high school is not good because it is 
to many students this is high school not college 

§ Concept A: New Single High School 
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§ Go for it - look how much we have put into the schools as they sit from past tax money 
and bonding - this makes the most economical sense with current supporting capacity on 
a bond and lowest up-front costs and you said it yourself that these renovations would 
solve current problems - heritage is maintained is a huge yes - not a unifying move for st 
joseph???? - a unifying move would be to get back to basic education - media classes 
projecting football games is not going to help students with basic education skills that we 
are sacrificing - stop trying to keep up with the high tech schools around and build a solid 
base of education to these students - an education that will help them survive and lower 
crime 

§ Ensure that historic Saint Joseph isn't lost to those who cannot maintain a clear view of 
our city's current value. 

§ This is the best idea of all. It keeps gangs somewhat separated and it still allows the 
current level of competition between all the local high schools in sports and other 
academic activities. 

§ Keep up on the repairs, don’t let them get so far behind that it takes much more money to 
fix later rather than sooner. Quit wasting money and trying to waste money. One school 
will be no good for anyone. Put money towards education such as teacher wages and 
materials needed to teach our kids. The schools we have now are good they just need 
some attention because nobody has been trying to keep up on them because too worried 
about giving superintendent raises and paying someone money to make Facebook ads. 
Time to grow up sjsd and be responsible with your funds. We gave you a tax increase and 
as soon as we did you start putting this garbage out there. Not cool at all. You are going 
to lose a lot of enrollment if you keep up this direction. 

§ I think this is the best 
§ Less chances for students to be involved if you have 1 high school. In return means more 

students on the street. Not quoted statistics but example statistics. Let’s say LHS has 30 
involved in school musical BHS 30 and CHS 50. At one school you may have 60. That 
leaves 50 kids with nothing to do. You can look at that in any extracurricular activity. Is 
it worth it? Also, you still have the same kids coming from the same families. Better 
facilities will not raise test scores because you have the same kids with the same teachers. 
Teachers will not change with better facilities...not until SJSD changes the way they treat 
their teachers. Also, with the community we have the discipline will be twice as bad. 
Many of our kids fall under Ruby Payne...take a look at what that means. Would I like 
my kid to have state of the art facilities? Absolutely but not at the cost of everyone else. 

§ Don’t tear down the schools 
§ This shouldn’t even be an option. The buildings are so old and falling apart that if they’re 

just “renovated” aka AC, maybe some new paint on the walls, a little more technology) 
the foundation of the building is still going to deteriorate which means in 20 years the 
same problem is going to be present.  The only way to fix this problem is by building 
new schools. This town has to get over their deeply engraved red and green roots and just 
rip the band-aid for the better of the community. 

§ No impact, this town only brings in things that the elders of this town want and therefore 
will never make forward progress. Fix what you have, live within your means and cut 
from the top. 

§ This is what is best for the community 
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§ It is 2040 and the whole culture of the city schools and city rivalries that has stood for 
years and years still stands strong. This culture has always started as early as Elementary 
School and motivates students to score better in their tests and play better in sports than 
the rest of the city to earn bragging rights as the best school in the city. This is something 
that will never be replaced or replicated unless you were to build 3 new High School 
buildings and give their respective districts their names back (Ex. Lafayette Fighting 
Irish, Central Indians, and Benton Cardinals). If it is change in any other way, those 
students, from High School to Elementary, will feel out of place. They will feel like they 
just moved to another city and in to new schools. They will feel like they don't belong. 
They will struggle with the change and the academic performance and extracurricular 
activity performance will reflect that for years to come. And the SJSD will be 
accountable and have to explain why all of those performances dropped to the state and 
explain that it was because they felt the need to make this city something that it isn't 
because they want to be like everyone else. 

§ This will continue dividing our communities. Businesses and quality people are leaving 
our community because our newest high school was built in 1931, they are landlocked, 
and Lafayette and Central are surrounded by poverty. With quality people going 
elsewhere, the snowball effect comes into play. Forget 2040, we are already the car theft 
capital of the state of Missouri. 

§ I believe my kids will be safer and won't be overcrowded like the other concepts. 
§ I believe this will make a huge impact. It already as with the schools now. If you would 

do any of the other options then the schools sports teams will have to play bigger schools 
and kids that play at one school might get kicked off of the team if we don’t have three 
high schools! 

§ Due to large class sizes in place they should not combine any schools. It would be 
unmanageable and not a conducive learning environment. The buildings we already have 
are historic to the history of St. Jo why not invest the money to persevere a history. 

§ Tradition, History, Alumni, Rivalries, those are all words that come to mind. I know if 
the high schools get closed I will have no reason to want to live in saint joseph nor visit. 
All the alumni would completely be devastated and have no need to help further the 
community or new schools, in my opinion. Yes, it is a gamble because the buildings are 
old, but it’s worth it. 

§ I keep clicking on what I've just typed and losing it. I'll send an e-mail 
§ Utilizing our current buildings should make us more successful. 
§ This is the approach I agree with. Keep the current schools, they energize their 

neighborhoods! 
§ Doesn't solve a lot of problems but it seems as though there would be more community 

support. The district has spent a lot of time and money in the last few years trying to 
regain trust and support. Closing the alma maters might be seen as taking steps 
backwards. 

§ i think is better than closing the high schools because we've already invested to much 
money in the schools we have now so what’s the point in wasting more 

§ Make this happen not the other ones and down with Lafayette 
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§ Keep the same school because it would be chaos they would have to have a big lot and 
there would be so many cars and a lot of kids would be in the street and there would 
probably be something bad that would happen 

§ This is so stupid. This is more expensive in the long run and does nothing for our 
community. We will remain divided and poor. 

§ I think this is the best choice because they just need to keep the same high schools and 
just renovate them because if you think about it all the older petiole who went to laff, 
benton, & central are going to be upset if the school they went to closes. they just need to 
keep it the same. 

§ This is the only logical concept for St. Joseph, keep it the way it's been. 
§ I don't want to imagine it is 2040.  If you had asked me 20 years ago what I thought our 

district would be like this is not what I would have envisioned.  I think this concept has 
the least impact and is the most acceptable.  It keeps with our deeply rooted traditions.  I 
myself am a Southside resident, as all of my family have been for many generations.  My 
parents, aunts, uncles, cousins all went to Benton and my kids will too.  One challenge, 
we will do doubt need more room in the future so expanding could be an issue.  But the 
opportunity to keep with the traditions are well worth it to me. 

§ This one would be your best option in the long run, probably saving you money 
§ In my opinion this is a great Idea for all high schools. 
§ Central is overpopulated as is, and with the other schools simply getting renovated there 

would only be a slight tax increase, and without all 3 schools spread out evenly across 
town, it’s easier as far as transportation and population. 

§ Do not underestimate the importance of tradition and pride that each section of St Joseph 
has in its high school. 

§ Just renovate the existing schools and save a lot more money to use towards other th in gs 
the school 

§ We don't need 1 high school.  Renovate the ones we have 
§ Unable to answer this there are not enough specific details of what renovations are to 

each building. 
§ Consolidating would only hurt the students. Renovating is always cheaper and beneficial 

to building new. 
§ I believe that academics & pride should go hand in hand 
§ I would like to see the current high schools renovated, there are too many students that 

deserve the best education possible that will not get that with 1 combined school. Each 
graduating class has over 300 students. 

§ Cost saving short term more costly long term 
§ 2nd best choice due to the fact we started to earn the "trust" back with the bond passing 

last Spring and this would continue to solidify that trust, while maintaining the traditions 
that so many in the city deem worthy and wish to keep. 

§ This looks the least controversial. 
§ this is the only responsible thing to do. if enrollment continues to decrease, close ONE 

high school, add those students to the remaining two high schools 
§ This option does not compromise the history of the community.  It does not make the 

district figure out what to do with the school buildings after the students leave.  They 
must be maintained until an option is found to off load the school.  I don't want my 
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children in a large school nor an overly small school therefore we chose Benton.  One 
school eliminates the choice for our children.  One school eliminates opportunities for 
those who do not attend college.  High school is the "glory years." Why take that away? 

§ I like the three schools we have now updating is always a goog choice. 
§ This defeats the purpose since numbers show we don't need 3 facilities. 
§ This does not cure the issue of equability, and spending large amounts of taxpayer money 

to only prolong the inevitable of replacing out of date facilities. 
§ Best option 
§ I think you would just be pouring money into aging facilities in this is not a good 

investment. 
§ You take the scout of our neighborhoods we lose our neighborhoods. We all Love our 

own schools. 
§ It is not logical to build note schools when the money can be spent renovating what we 

already have 
§ Taking benton away from the south end will be a major downfall of the south end 
§ Update what is already in place. 
§ Too many years were spent not renovating what we have-start that now. 
§ Smaller high schools mean less trouble 
§ This concept is the smartest choice for our children, because it presents more 

opportunities for scholarships. If you absorbed the schools into one or even two you will 
lose some scholarships. 

§ I think that they should go with D because the buildings are already their & they just need 
to fix them up it would save them money in the long run. 

§ Frykidsmom@yahoo.com 
§ Common sense 
§ Keep kids in the place they belong 
§ Smaller classes, more kids enjoying sports, community pride and be able to say this 

building is less say 100 years young! 
§ I believe smaller schools help strengthen communities. 
§ Still have our 3 high schools. 
§ Maintain all 3 schools 
§ One big high school is too big for having 3 schools pushed all together! It won’t be fair 

when it comes to any kind of sports or anything else with SO MANY 
STUDENTS!!!!!!!!! 

§ Keep All 
§ Keep the history of our 3 high schools !!!! 
§ I am opposed to the idea of closing any of the schools. Remember you were elected to 

what I put you there for. 
§ No 
§ This plan costs less than the others.  More students in one school will cause more 

problems with the students. We are prepared for that as a community. 
§ Keep the schools we have and renovate 
§ Please let is keep our south end schools. 
§ Keeps tradition intact 
§ This sustains a lively intramural sports and trade school ideal. 
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§ Don't fix it if it ain't broke! 
§ This price tag is more palatable and would use resources currently in the community. 
§ All the kids deserve their own alma mater! 
§ Yes. 
§ the best 
§ This concept is the most conceivable and financially responsible while keeping smaller 

student bodies where students will feel valued. 
§ We have top notch buildings and teachers because we didn’t spend millions on a school 

nobody wanted except for the school board. 
§ I do not see the long-term benefits of this at all. 
§ Keep things the same!! 
§ Keeps traditions at each school that have been around for years, hopefully no more 

reduction in faculty, but boundaries need to be redrawn to increase student enrollment at 
LHS and BHS and decrease some at CHS. 

§ Benton & Lafayette are too small to keep up the expense of three high schools. Not how 
we will keep moving forward to 2040 
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Concept E (New 9th Grade Center & 10-12 High School) 
 

Concept E: Meeting Feedback 
 

§ Requires students to change buildings/friends/staff relationships. Not good for kids. 
§ More school changes is not good for students to mentally adapt to 
§ Is sports driving this idea? 
§ This limits fine arts and sports. Many neighboring districts are going away from grade 

specific facilities. Also, too many transitions for students. 
§ Freshmen are challenging and having all that in one building without upper class role 

models could be an issue. 
§ What is going to be added on to Hillyard? 
§ Not a smart idea! Waste of $. Not good for students. 
§ 9th graders will feel secluded. Children change schools enough as it is.  
§ 9th grade disconnected from everything 
§ Student/teacher relationships would never grow strong 
§ Why? 
§ Student/teacher relationships would suffer only having kids one year  
§ 9th grade would be disconnected and coming into 10th world would be like freshman all 

over again 
§ Still lacking opportunities for many students by having only one high school 
§ There would be a disconnect by having 9th grade be in their own building 
§ If the goal is to reduce the number of schools to save cost, why not close all middle 

schools (4), renovate the three high schools, and have K-8 and 9-12 schools? 
§ Still have extra activities cut to a certain number. Not fair to kids.  
§ Keeping the 9th grade separate would be challenging for teachers 
§ Can a fine arts center for whole district be built at Hillyard? 
§ Concept E sounds a bit fragmented to me. Has any thought been given to a four-day 

school week? 
§ Con = too many splits by grade level—making it difficult to build relationships and know 

needs of students. Also hard for students to build strong tribes. 
§ Where does A+ program go? 
§ 9th grade feels segregated 
§ Love E. However, scrap new 10-12th grade center and use Central. Love the Hillyard 

idea. 
§ Worst option 
§ Unsure which 600 students will be moved to Hillyard? 
§ Meets our local needs 
§ Worst option  
§ Too many transitions 
§ Have we considered magnet schools? One specializing in engineering (example) and then 

Hillyard too. 
§ Worst option. Makes zero sense. Why is this even on the table? 
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§ Having a co-located 9 and 10-12 schools seems swell, but the cost for the construction, 
teachers, busses, and food will take a toll on us. 

 
 

Concept E: Online Feedback 
 

§ I do not like this plan - it seems like you're isolating those students for a year- it would be 
hard for them to make an investment in the school or faculty knowing it would only be 
for a year. 

§ Concept A: New Single High School 
§ Not even worth a comment - makes no sense at all 
§ No, nothing about it this makes logical sense. The grades do not need separated like this 

at all period. High school is 4 years of growth as a whole it does not need to be split 
apart. 

§ I would choose Option D first.  If that isn't viable, then Option B 
§ This is a better idea than Concept A. Instead of the biggest school in Missouri, we will be 

comparable to Blue Springs and Jefferson City. Build it downtown to bring life back to 
our most needed area. Less than 5 miles from anywhere in St. Joseph (Between Messanie 
and Mitchell.) 

§ It all should be focused on education, not the most modern look of a building. 
§ My biggest issue with this one is the lack of relationship building that would be able to 

take place in a 1-year school. I'd like to know more data and information about student 
success in 1-year schools and dropout rates. 

§ More segregation forced on our students.  Have we learned nothing from the separation at 
the middle schools?  My oldest goes to Spring Garden in 6th grade and can't participate 
in any extracurricular activities because she is in 6th.  How is this an option when it 
causes more separation of our student body. 

§ Just not where I want St. Joseph to go. We need a balanced community not skewed to just 
tech and business/real estate priorities, this model appears very heavily weighted towards 
one type of education.  

§ If 2 new buildings are going to be built then why not make them equitable 4-year High 
School buildings. Not in favor. 

§ Still too many people in one building. 
§ I don't think a 9th grade center is good as the population would fluctuate yearly to truly 

justify this to be more economically sound. 
§ a total non-starter 
§ This seems to be the silliest idea. 
§ I personally taught in a district with this model, and it was a great success, allowing more 

attention to preparing freshman for upper courses. They don't get lost. 
§ Don’t like the idea of 9th grade being separate. 9th graders need to be involved on the 

high school level. 
§ I think the idea of dividing the students in to two separate groups like this is not a good 

idea. 
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§ I like including Hillyard in the plan.  I can see some benefit to a separate 9th grade 
school--what are the numbers on how many high school dropouts fail to succeed in 9th 
grade and then drop out?  I think maybe Lafayette or Benton could become the 9th grade 
central school, then Central the 10-12th? 

§ No. 
§ I do like separating the freshmen but sharing facilities and having the buildings on the 

same campus.  This provides unity, and it also gives a transition from smaller middle 
schools into the very large high school. 
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